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There is a poem that | keep on my desk that says in part:

a X ¢ Kwhat we areabout: We cannotdo everything

We plant seedghat onedaywill grow. andthereisa senseof liberationin realizingthat.

Wewater seedsalreadyplanted,knowingthat they hold future Thisenablesusto do something,

promise. andto doit verywell.

We lay foundationsthat will needfurther development. It maybeincomplete but it isa beginning,a stepalongtheg I & X ¢

We provideyeastthat produceseffectsbeyondour capabilities.
~Bishop Ken Untener

This resonates with me a lot this spring, as | prepare to step down as MSLA president in Mayséexds bfve been planted lately,
and | have great hope that those that follow will reap a good han&stiny @ I a4 2FFAOALF € O2f dzYy | a &
some things that give me great hope &whool libraries:

Ourlibrary commissionC2 NJ @ SI NE 6SQ@S 0SSy GNRAyYy3 (2 3 & Massahvsbtis soiné sgriré NR
thatg SONB NBO23IyAT SR o0& SRdzOI (A @e/db &nd SuSpOrirodrivark, Th¥ pa3sSgh.Bf ous IliZredding B dz
commission to evaluate the status ethool library programs in 2014 gives me great hope that we will finally be able to ga¢her th

data and stories waeed to make our case that equitable access to school libraries matters, asektthat steps are taken to make

this a reality for all the students in our Commonwealth. ©@ommission formally met for the first time in March, and are in the

process of setting up @eomprehensive survey in concert with Dr. Carol Gordon and Dr. Robin Cicchetti. Legistatiag Kendall
C2YAYOGA O AAa Ffaz aSaidAay3a dzad I ASNRSA 27T rép@ik fPogh icos® Masdachasetts. YW K
are counting on MSLA members to ensure that surveysangpleted accurately and that we hear from the right people at our

hearings and site visits. Please kegpeye on the MSLA listserv in the coming months to see how you can help

Ourrenewedlook at professionaldevelopment:In the past few years, MSLA has been increasingadfgessional development

offerings beyond our annual conference. A recent survey of menibdisates support for alternating an annual conference with-one

day events targeting a particular tofic¥ Ay G SNBalGd 2 SOQNB SEOAGSR (2 06S 62Nl Ay3 2y
from aconference day with MassCUE and the Museum of Science to an EdCamp day in the fall addyeewvest to tiein with the

ALA Midwinter Meeting in Boston next January. We are also going to conitirverk with Karen Sekiguchi and EDCO to offer ELL
PDPs for librarians, and we are hopingtoah YA f | NJ Of F 3aSa G2 LINRGARS {t 9bntifiecbat & F 21
programatOl 2 YAYA2Y | YABSNBAGE AYy ANBAYALF GKF G Mdssathusetss fopiggdo G 2
become school librarians. Our hope is that this will start to produceptbéssionals we know we are goirgrieed to provide strong
school library programs in comingyedrsa 2 dzZNJ LINP FSaaAz2ylf RS@St2LIYSyid 2FFSNAy3Ia
newlyformed Professional Development Committee to keep all this up and running. We are fortontaaee[ | dzNJ Q& S E LIS NJ
AyiSttAaSyOSs yR akKSQftf o6S t221Ay3 F2NIKStLI a GKAa 3I2S4a

Our ability to network: A survey of membership last spring indicated that MSLA members valdeihad G & SNIBZ | yR 6S
dzZAaSR® b2 RSKRSCHEDSIGR 21 | YR ¢ A (G S then offedzandl wels Widile thdligtserl igrRaing tRedzQ N.
place to go for specific information ardlvice, lots of great sharing happens daily on the Facebook page, proides a way to

inform friendsand acquaintances by sharingtsideour own library world. Our Twitter nights, organized by Amy Shomninue to

LINE GARS a42YS GSNNATFAO LINRPFSaarzylt Ozyedtamiil iA2ya SOSNE Y2y
Ourenergizedand engagedmembershp: MSLA values the contributions of its members, and thanlaitcability to network, lots of

great ideas and initiatives are being identified and carried out. Weénaredibly fortunate to have several losigrm Executive Board


https://mslaforum.wordpress.com/2015/04/12/presidents-update/
https://mslaforum.wordpress.com/2015/04/12/presidents-update/

members with amazing coatts both athe state and national level. We also have a group of excited new practitioners who are
bringinglotsoff S ARSI & | yR ljdzSadAiz2ya | 062dzi K2g ¢S YAIKUG cavmthganish y 34
president. The more e | spend with her, the more | realize that she has the higstestdards for students, and a great sense of
LINR2NRGASED {KS faz2 | alégoadshaRe. lj dzSadAz2yad 2 SQOQNB 3I2Ay3 (2 0

JudiParadisis the Presidenof MSLAandthe librarianat the Plymptan ElementarySchooln Waltham

ACADEMICOLUMNTHEREWARDOFRESEAROYROBIN CICCHETTI

APRIL12, 2015

Thank you to the MSLA Awards Committee for recognizing with a research grant the work done in the course of writing my
dissertation Transitioning a high school library to a learning commons: Avoidinggagedy of the commond.he ongoing support of
MSLA colleagues has been deeply appreciated.

RESEARCH: A QUEST AND A QUESTION

In July of 2012 | began a doctoral program witiviheasternUniversity If I had known how difficult it was going to be | never would
have started, and now that | am finished | encourage everyone to consider pursuing a doctorate. If | can do it, so Canaytbueé

year quest that consumes atkk time, forces the brain to work harder and establish new pathways of learning, and most valuable for
me, renewed my appreciation of how demanding it is to be a student. This quest experience has directly impacted howy teglsh m
school students, howorganize online materials, how | conduct both formative and summative assessments, and the value of clear
communication on everyiing from rubrics to due dates.

The Doctor of Education process consists of course work designed to teach research gkillsaa critical content on topics ranging
from educational pedagogy to organizational structures. Throughout the process the researcher is building a literatureareliew
iterating the research question(s) that will ultimately determine the topichef dissertation and the direction of the research. Each
course requires research and writing that informs thest@gh question with a new lens.

The research conducted for the dissertation focused on the process of transitioning a traditional higHibchigolo the learning
commons service model, identified the requirements of the model, and the factors that either promoted or undetimngaccess of
the transition.

A general inductive approach based on a qualitative methodology was used to eoittahalyze data obtained from three
Massachusetts high school librarians who $ei¢tified as having successfully transitioned a high school library to a learning
commons, were all members of the MSLA, and worked in public high schools. The twohregesstions for the study were:

(1) What factors degrmine a successful transition?
(2) What factors underine or threaten the transition?

Data was collected through multiple methods including: field notes from site visits, review of participant credisides, as well as
interviews conducted in person, by telephone, and by video conference. Coding was used to sort and evaluate data tied identif
categories and themes that influencéte success of the transition.

The transition to a learning commom&s analyzed in the context of thgedy of the commons scenalidardin, 1968). The tragedy
scenario has its roots in pfieRoman England when farmers grazed their livestock in communally held fields. The growth in demand for
the common fields led to ineasing herd sizes with no corresponding incentive to maintain the shared resource, leading ultimately to
overuse, depletion, herd starvation, and collapse. The tragedy scenario has been applied to analogous issues suft$harsgover
deforestation, andn this study, the highly demanded resousacef a modern learning commons.

Through analysis of the transition experiences of the three participants, the trust of the building principal was idasttfiedrimary
hallmark of success. The attributes oétbchool librarian that positively influence the trust of principals are identified as vision and an
implementation plan, datalriven practice, communicatiomnd consensus building skills.

Based on research relating to the learning commons service madelgcessful transition includes a reduction and reorganization of
the book collection to increase space for collaborative activities. An integral part of the shift in the mission of tiyechliegction is a
de-emphasis on print reference and a transit to ebooks to replace print reference, with priority placed on purchasing high interest
young adult fiction and narrative nonfiction to promote curriculum aoteasure reading for students.

The revitalization of the former school library to a learn@mgnmons requires diverse seating, working, and production options for
students, as well as access to technology for equity, learning, creation, and sharing. The virtual learning commons ihat spac
promotes curated access to curriculum content as \elcommunication and schetling for students and faculty.

In conclusion, the learning commons is a model designed to support student learning and achievement in a period of adolving a
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dynamic change in curriculum and digital information and presentatid@zhnologies. This study situates the learning commons as
central to school change, and identifies the factors that promote a successful transitiotragldy of the commonscenario
represents a transition process that is undermined by lack of suppdey domainsWithout the trust of the building principal, the
school librarian faces challenges in implementing the model, and positioning the learning commons at the heart of stutsnilgnd
work within the school. With trust, the learning comn®aoan play a central role in school goals, schibahge, and student
achievement.

The experience of conducting authentic research on school librarianship was both challenging and invigorating. | ath filled wi
gratitude for the generosity of the three piicipants in sharing their time, work, and expertise. My third reader, Dr. Mary Frances
Zilonis, was extraordinary in identifying gaps in the research, as well as highlighting the opportunities for advocacyrtgession.

Dr. Zilonis was truly a traformational partner, and immeasurably improved the caliber of the research and findings. Deeply engaging
in various aspects and domains of school librarianship through research has been deeply rewarding. | look forward to future
opportunities to work withdata from our profession in order to continue advocating and contributing towards greater understanding
and appreciation for the substantial benefits school liaas bring to student learning.

Work Cited
Hardin, G. (1968). The tragedy of the commdgence 162(3859), 12431248.

Northeastern University. (2015). Doctor of Ediima. Retrieved March 29, 201pm Northeastern University Collegé Brofessional
Studies websitehttp://www.cps.neu.edu/degreeprograms/graduate/doctoral/education/

RobinCicchettisthe librarianat ConcordCarlisleRegionaHigh School

COMICSECORNEROLUMNBY EMILY TERSOFF
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Lastissuel wrote about working with students on reading political cartoons as primary sources, but you may have noticed that both o
the political cartoons | chose were recent ones, drawn in the last few years and focused on issues that current studdnts woul
recdyAl S® L OK24S G(KSY 06S0Old&AaS GKS@QR 0SS aSlaesé ogKAOK Aa i+
focus on the mechanics of reading and interpreting work in a medium (comics/cartoons) that most students have never studied.
CKIAgR BT I AGNBGOK F2NJ GFE1Ay3a Fo2dzi LINAYI NE &2dz2NOSazs (K2
GSONB €t SEFNYAYy3I 02N GSIFOKAY3AO | 62dzi KAAG2NRI a2YS S@Spedplez2 NJ |
in the future might learn from our contemporary comicshow, for those future people, they could be primary sources dzii G K I
pretty big imaginative leap, especially considering how much we take our own time and culture for granted.

¢ K 0 Qa&thesdécéhd lesson in this mini unit comes in: we start off

2y 0SS F3AILAY 6AGK | Y2RaNgicadBMA O
Chinesgbut then we use it to help us consider a primary source
political cartoon from the era of World War Il and the internment
camps for Japanese Americans. And while the first lesson had two key
points, this lesson really boils down to one: how we draw (or

otherwise represent) people matters.

We start by reading through several pages frAmerican Born

Chineseas a class: | pregt them on the board, one spread at a time,
YR &l GKS addRSyda oKIFid (KSe y
Fad41] GKSY é6KFGiQa RAFFSNBYyd FNRY
focus on some aspect of how Yang conveys information (for example,
putting brackets around dialogue that characters would actually be
saying in Chinese). The main thing | want them to notice, though, is
K2g (GKS OKINIOGSNAE INBE RNIgyod LQ
you can see what | mean.

(Yang 26)

| start with thispage because | want students to see how different
these characters look from each other. In each panel we have four
boys, all Chinese American and all about the same age, and they are
easy to tell apart. They have different faces, different hairstyles,
different outfitst they are drawn as four distinct individuals.
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' FTGSNI 6SQOS NBIFIR GKNRdAZZAK aSOSNIf  Y2NEF
another storyline in the book, including this page:

(Yang 48)

C2NJ G(K2a$S 27F & AdericakBornChingsget/ thisiis QhikKeeR

an embarrassing, largehan-life racist caricature who is meant to make readers

as uncomfortable as he makes his cousin Danny. Unlike the boys in the first
image | quoted, who are drawn with tan skin, GNi§ S Q& & { A yellowa RA
His eyes are squinted shut. He has huge front teeth. More than one student has
suggested he looks like a chipmunk. He speaks with a stereotyped rather than a
realistic accent. And of course, his name is a variation on a racial slur.

Because stud#s have already seen other Asian characters (both Chinese
American and Japanese American) from the same comic, they know that Chin
YSS R2Sa y2G ySSR (2 0S RNlIgy U(GKAA gl
exaggeration, a caricature: not only is he literddirger than other characters,

but of the three storylines that come together at the end of the book, this is the
A : only one presented as a sitcom, complete with laugh track and applause written
R across the bottoms of the panels. Unlike the caricature ofytbeng woman in

our first lesson, though, this caricature is hurtful.

Then | show students the following political carto¢8euss)

Winkthng e the Signal Froes Howe . ..

hyS 2F (GKS FANRG GKAy3a L GStt addzR
from 1942, and one of the first questis | ask them is: who do these people
look like? Do they look like Jin and his friends in the first page | quoted
above? Or do they look like CH{®ee? From there we can also discuss setting
(west coast of the United States), what the characters are d@iagding
out/receiving explosives), and what they think the caption at the top means,
particularly the implication that these caricatured Asian Americans do not
consider the United States their home.

After that the conversation depends in part on how msthdents already

know about Japanese American internment during World War Il, though
2F0Sy LQtf KFE@S |G tSFad 2yS 2N (g2
Mostly I try to help students make the connection between how Dr. Seuss
chose to represend group of people (Japanese Americans) and how our
country collectively chose to treat that same group of people, and to think
about how this political cartoon can help us understand the social atmosphere that would lead people to believe thatrtimeante
camps were a good idea.

CKSNBEQa 2yS 2GKSNI NBFrazy L fA1S G2 dzasS GKA & LI NI xigydais bpNJ LI2 £ |
because a student will notice it first, but this was drawn by the beloved Dr. SeuskitlHeartening how disappointed students are
6KSYy (KSe& NBIFIfATS GKAAS odzi L GKAY]l AdGQa | 3ANBFG 2 Lipignlndzy A i
some situations can be wrong in other situations.

Works Cited
Dr.Seussi 2 F AGAY 3 F2NJ G§KS { A 3 Papérles€ AighiveBAC2WarReting, nd. Wels. 4 Apkl ROIR 2 v @

<http://'www.paperlessarchives.conwwii_dr_seuss_cartoons.html
Yang, Gene LueAmerican Bm ChineselNew York: First Second, 2006. Print.

EmilyTersoffisthe librarian at the NorwellMiddle School
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t NEOA2dzaf &z éSQ?S t221SR 3G ¢glea (2 dzasS G(SOKy2f238& latis KSf LJ
O2ft dzvyy s ¢SQf t S Ehelgsisiadents condiBtaesaarzRand dévildpiheir visual literacy skills, using artworks,
photographs, artifacts and more to learn.

GoogleCulturallnstitute

GoogleCulturallnstitute includesart and artifacts

from all overthe world

GoogleCulturalingitute sprangfrom the GoogleArt
Projectc a proposalto digitizethe g 2 NJaR Q &
collectionsby allowingonlinevisitorsto stroll through
Werld Wonders avirtual museumthe sameway you useStreetView
T P to visualizeajourney.Sincethen, the projecthas
expandedo includeHistoricMomentsand World
Wondersprojects,usingmaps,photographsand
moreto explainandinstruct.

4 i iz Art Project
<l ex;?;rat\:m 1 ‘ SRR You can still take a virtual stroll through the Louvre,

' ' but Google has worked with museums to sort and
categorize their collectiongreating a searchable database where students and teachers can view artworks-resgoglition. Works
are accompanied details and descriptions to explain their meaning and history (as | tell my students, just like thpkselitke that
hang next to tle paintings in the museum) as well as give information for citations. Links take students back to the original source
where they can find more details and download images if they want to make copies.
Thetechnologyallowsstudentsto zoomin for a closerlook, examiningthe brushstrokeson a VanGogh,or to find eachdoton{ S dzNJ- { C
& !'Sundayon LaGrandeW! (i i y8uigét this closein real life, the alarmswould go off.

HistoricMoments
In this sectionGoogleandits partnershavecreatedonline exhibitsaboutd & A 3 y homan®in fuihanK A & ( 2 NBoxudzénts,y 3
photosvideosandin somecasegersonalaccountsof S @ S yTiheépjéctincludesdigital versionsof existingexhibitsaswell asones
createdand developedespeciallyfor the site, with partnersrangingfrom the GeorgeC.MarshallOrganizationto the AnnekFrank
Houseto the ComputerHistoryMuseum

v Space exploration Q| Collections  User Galleries My Galleries  marga

MAR 18, 1965

THE FIRST SPACEWALK

The museum of the Zvezda Research Development and Production @ B B B

Enterprise (RD&PE) Scroll Keyboard

CULTURAL  °
INSTITUTE Lno ile

World Wonders

This projectteam®2 23t S A GK | b9{/hZ GKS | yAGSR bliAz2ya 9RdOFGA2Y LT3
+ASgs G(SOKy2ft238 G2 !b9{/hQa ftAa&ald 2F 22NIR | SNAI(I 3Ssitd fedddm ©
FNIAOES RSAONARGAY3I A0Qa AYLRNIIFIYyOSY YR @ASs NBf I GSRplé tNd ¢ 2 |
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Palace and Park of Versailles

EXHIBITS 2 exnibits

Official UNESCO
W ge Site

150200
IMMORTALISING
VERSAI

of teachersand subjects.

STREET VIEW: show a4

[TEMS show an77

{ £

exhibit devoted to the Giza Necropolis
will let you take a tour around the
Sphinx, and then look at photographs
of archedogical digs in the LIFE Photo
Collection.

TheVersailleentry letsyouread about
the palaceandlook at someof its art
beforetaking a virtual walk through
the gardens
Howwould you useit in class?
TheoriginalGoogleArt Projectwas
clearlyaboonto art educators Butby
expandingbeyondtraditional art
works,the GoogleCulturallnstitute
canbe avaluableresourcefor avariety

Historyteachersshouldfind the site especiallyuseful. Studentscanlocateimagesand primary sourcesor researchon the fall of the
BerlinWall or learnaboutthe codebreakerst BletchleyPark

Thesearchfunctionscanget evenmore specific:a studentstudyingscientificinnovationsin AncientChinacancombthe entire
databaseparrowingthe searchto itemsfrom Chinain 1600BCEo find an exampleof Bronzemetalworkfrom the Sanzingdui

Museum

Usethe searchtoolsto helpstudentsfind artifactsfrom a particulartime and placethey are studying.

Explore

China

| 1600 BC - 1581 BC |
Clear all refinements ' China
Topic: Location

1600 - -1581

COLLECTION
CREATED BY
MEDIUM [TEMS show ai 12
PLACE

MEDIA TYPE

DATE

CULTURAL ]
INsTITUTE . Google

AndA (nt just for upperlevel
research.Youngerstudents
researching/olcanoegmight
browsethrough! b 9{ / hQa
Pompeiiexhibitandlook at
relicsfrom the ancientcity while
AmericanHistoryresearchers
takeavirtual tour of the Liberty
Bell.

Sixthgradestudentsat H.C.
CrittendenMiddle Schooln
ByramHillshaveusedthe site
for their year-longnation
researchsaidlibrarianBarbara
BathelemesWhilenot all her
studentsusedthe tool, those
whodidd f 2 D% ®RE

Margaret KaneSchoens a librarian at Newton SouthHighSchool

SECONDARCHOOCOLUMNTHEMAKERSPAGEHHENOMENOBIYCATHY COLLINS

APRILL2, 2015

Thedifficulty liesnot somuchin developingnewideasasin escapingrom old ones.~ John Maynard Keynes

Makerspaces are all the rage these days, and a hot professiemalopment topic. | had the opportunity this past month to immerse

myselfin the world of makerspees on two occasions: through attendance at Eri€ Sy A y 3 SN &
Cdzii dzNB [CéhlersdéeispaRsored by EdTechTeacher and MassCUE on March GihKaM® dza K K2 a G A y 3

dal { SNALI OS¢
2 ¥

62N aK2L) all2y a2 NBuReast fedidh drfowa $hrbnHigh School Library.

Our library is currently undergoing a renovation process towaid[aS I Ny A y 3

makerspace, and & | Yy EA 2 dz&

02

t SNy Y2NB

I 6 2ydzi

| 2YY2Yyaé

Y2RSt & L

%
KIE LISy Ay 3 |

gKIGQa

é

~

NN


https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/u/0/exhibit/the-fall-of-the-wall/QRN92NBb?projectId=historic-moments&hl=en
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/u/0/exhibit/the-fall-of-the-wall/QRN92NBb?projectId=historic-moments&hl=en
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/u/0/exhibit/bletchley-park-home-of-the-codebreakers/wRANFg9s?projectId=historic-moments
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/u/0/asset-viewer/bronze-bird-with-human-head-%EF%BC%BB%E4%BA%BA%E5%A4%B4%E9%B8%9F%E8%BA%AB%E5%83%8F%EF%BC%BD/zgFK8IUWnLc7kA
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/u/0/asset-viewer/bronze-bird-with-human-head-%EF%BC%BB%E4%BA%BA%E5%A4%B4%E9%B8%9F%E8%BA%AB%E5%83%8F%EF%BC%BD/zgFK8IUWnLc7kA
https://mslaforum.wordpress.com/2015/04/12/secondary-school-column-the-makerspace-phenomenon/
https://mslaforum.wordpress.com/2015/04/12/secondary-school-column-the-makerspace-phenomenon/

| am a big fan of Eric Sheninger, former principal of New MilfordrtdSurrent K12 Director of Technology & Innovation in
Spotswood, NHis Makerspace presentation did not disappoint. Sheninger kicked gifésentation by highlighting the ways i
which the maker movement wriving innovation in manufacturing, engineering, industrial dedigmgware technology and
education.

For those who may have missed this important new trend in théeet world, a makerspace is a defined as a physicaé pldere
students carcreate realworld products/projects using realorld tools. It is meant to be shared workspace featuring innovative
tools that are not typically availabteutside of school. Makerspaces at their ideal are inhabited by a commainstydent tinkerers,
AYOSYyi(i2NARTZ ONBIF(-@NBR®PE YR a52 Al |, 2dzNBSE T

These student tinkerers, at their best, are guided by natural inquiryseifdlirected learning. Making can be tied to different content
areas, thoughmakerspaces themselves are informahature. Students use problessolving and diagnostic skills to come up with
creative solutionsEducatorsnvolved guide from the sidelines, encouraging independent learningceestivity.

{KSYAy3aSNRa LINBaSyidl A2y Aegrangidgir&iRsudges®niakeRpateitems, toaicles, Bdoksandizt |
websitelinks to further knowledge.

On March 26th, Laura Gardner, the Southeast Director of MSLA vaeldomed 28 fellow librarians to participate in a Makerspace
workshop atSharon Higtschool. After introducing the topic and talking about whahakerspace looks and sounds like, we had an
informative and lively Skypsession with Diana Rendina, a middle school librarian in Tampa, Flehiddas created an amazing
makerspace in her sol library. After plentyof Q&A, we enjoyed a round table sharing session about what we da@rey or
planning to do in the makerspace realm. Paul Shiff, from Fadhnical, also shared about upcoming presentation possibilities at the
FallConference, awell as grant opportunities.

CathyCollingsthe librarian at SharonHighSchool

THINKINGUTSIDEHEBOX:FLIPPINGHEHIGHSCHOOLIBRARYg MARY ELDRINGHOFF
APRILL2, 2015

1aS 2F GKS GSNIY dHuwm

0502YS LISNIBI aA @S Ay

society. Whether describing

technologies, economies or social

media, the term is inescapable. When

that particular phrase is used to

describe school libraries, most

‘ ‘ discussions center on the newest
machines we provide rather than the

people who need to use our facilities. As | preparemter my eighth year as a high school librarian | am certain of one particular

reality, the people who need to use the Larrabee Library at Tewksbury Memorial High School are in fact, 21st centurysteenager

In order to truly be effective educators, ouuglents ought to be the starting point for any service the library offefears of
204ASNDFGA2Y YR AYGUSNIOlAz2y gAGK GKS aySEGé ISYSNIiradg KI O
been handed a difficult world. Within thatorld they face a series of challengd®gancial,
academic, social, emotional and highly undeported, physical Most teens deal with at

least one of these issueddany experience some combination of the five.

So how can librarians position thesiges to support these students as they attempt to
acquire knowledge while dealing with those potentially consuming isslganswer to
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need; we must develop thebdity to hear them. By listening to our students and with
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support became a reality at TMHS.
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think outside the box? Is it time to flip the high school library into the 21st centiyat
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academic setting that fits into their complicated lives? Tfission of our high school

library has always beerto support teaching and learningBy paying attention to our

students and adhering to that mission, FINALS STUDY NIGHT at TMHS came to life.
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Beyond some serious organizational planning, the succkfssfuula included:

0 80 high school students o} An area for interactive student mentoring

0 32 college student tutors o} Review sheets and textbooks provided by faculty
0 An area for quiet study o} A support team of current library interns

0 An area for small group study o] Cocoa and cookies provided

The opportunity to study quietly and to study with friends was well received, but by far the most powerful aspect of tirgevas
watching TMHS alums share their collegiate expertise with our current stud8nggport wasvailable in Algebra, American History,
Anatomy, AP Calculus American Literature, AP Economics and many other subject areas.

: 2 Colleges represented included: Lesley University, UMass Lowell, Worcester
State, Harvard University, Endicott College, UMasheXst, UCONN,
Bridgewater State, Rensselaer Polytechnic, Worcester Polytechnic,
Wentworth Institute of Technology, Salem State, Suffolk University,
Merrimack College, College of the Holy Cross, Framingham State Msniza
College, UMass Dartmouth.

The secess of this event dictated that we host a Finals Study Night in the
spring. Most sincere appreciation goes to all who supported this idea from its
inception: Principal Kristen Vogel, Assistant Principals Eileen Osborne and
Jason Stamp, the entire TMHS &y, both the custodial and cafeteria staff.
This was unmistakably the most collaborative experience of my professional
career.

Mary Eldringhoff M.Ed.,M.S. isthe librarian at the Larrabeelibraryat
TewksburnpMemorialHighSchol
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A prompt response by parents to proposed library budget cuts last year in the Swampscott School District led to a redent Gran
Opening Celebration at the Hadley Elementary School.
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have 7,000 books logged in a newaalog at Hadley, all done by hand by parent volunteers. T¢eadog is installed at all schools in
the district. There are drojn hours and #er-school hours at Hadley, a high school librarian this year, and a promise on one at the
middle school next year and elementary the year after.

Sharon Hamer and Judi Paradis, MSLA Executive Board members and library advocates, presented at SwaropkCatintnittee
following the budget cut announcement to convince them of the vital importance of a strong school library program.
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Read more in a recent SLJ article by Lauren Barack:
http://lwww.slj.com/2014/12/schools/schoalibrary-
renaissancen-ma-schootdistrict/
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Donation Bin & Mo

Celebration Activity

Megh Q b StheLéarningCommon®irectorat the Pingreeschoolin SouthHamilton
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few of the sessions. For more detailed information on each session you canaitetie conferenceprogramandhandoutson the

MSLA website.

Educationby Design: ConnectingWith the Mobile Generationwith BiblioBoard

Presented by Carolyn Morris, BiblioBoard, Emily Tordo, Phillips Academy, and Tricia London, Avon Middle/High School
Ahl | Kc@ndributedby LauraGardner
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1 There are lots of primary sources already on BiblioBaa®kven music!

1 The more teachers/librarians add content to BiblioBagahe richer the content becomes

1

Some schools are using primary source materials from BiblioBoard instead of textbooks

GreatBooksfor Teens

Presented by Terri Grief, McCracken County High School, Paducah, KY and President, AASL

Ahl | KeOndributedby Anita Cellucci
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gave recommendations for several genres. Look forherloutof the complete list on the MSLA website.
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Presented by Christine Steinhauser Coolidge Middle School, Reading, MA

Ahl | KcOndributedby EllenBrandt

What if you gave students time during the school day to pursue theirinterests,with mentoringand support from the librarian and
technology specialisgnd access to a variety of technologies and materials?

You end up with students who:

Discover new passions

Have pride of accomplishment

Become mentors for peers

Develop leadership skills

Practice caflict resolution

Learn to take risks

=A =2 =8 =4 -8 =4
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Chris and the ITS at Coolidge Middle School developed a new eleaiige ¢or 8th graders: 20% tim&he class meets every other
day throughout the year. Students work on a project of their choice*. They reseasrh, kexperiment, create, share..and blog about
their progress. Not all students reach the goals they set out to meet, but what is important is the skills, passionsidadamtifey
gain along the way.

*Students fill out & at the beginning of the year where they list their goals, resources and milestones. The teachers have
project ideas and templates for those who are not yet ready to be comlylindependent.
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Organizing information is one of the things librarians do b&stl where is it more needed than when designing a webpage? When |
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danced in my head. | soon found that while those desiigments are important, first | needed to think about making the website

easy to navigate, informative and useful. The following organizational tools are easy and free and will give your wedtsitettine it

needs to be a successful educational reseur

e n— =1 I , As my webpage is the launching pad for most of the projects that my students
G p e —— == m are working on in the library, it is critical that students are able to easily locate
I I -I S . ool 7 "T* &, 2 the necessary resources. Insteafdan endless series of links, the graphical
interface of Symbaloo organizes information and makes it easy for students to
EY BN EN == click and be taken to the source they need. With Symbaloo students do not
3 ) SYmDbaloo e need to type in web addresses. You can create exboled bbcks and add
= a == graphics to organize the information for easy access.my students would say
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===gm & Tﬂﬂﬂ sign up for your account at

How To Finad 3 Joat Right Book

Another way to visually organize information in an interesting way is by using
Thinglink. You simply select a central topic then choose an image that represents
this subject. Forel YL S L dzaASR | 0221 aKStF ¥F2I
Wwdza i wA3IKG . 221 e linksScanibe © Retipade! HWdedsA v | &
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the Thinglink, you can embed it on yonebpage. Users then click on the links to

go to the dfferent resources on the topid@here is a free version of Thinglink.

You can sign up for your accountitt

e A MR T (R A Iy W Organizingo KeepStudentsSafeOnline
SAFE Kios Filters can never be 100% effective so | am always concerned about how to keep
The Google Kids Search Engine students safe when they are online. | use the following two tools to increase
[ Q] control over student access.
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Safe Search Kids is a custom search engine created by Google. It uses their
SafeSearch features but takes it a step further by including additional strict
filtering to search more safelffhe link to useés

You can also add a link to safely search images

at
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SafeShardV

Although video is a powerful tool to use with students, too often the YouTube
videos | want to use start and finish with an ad or links that are seldom what |
want students to focus on. SafeShare TV is amazingly easy to use. It strips out
these ads antdinks and leaves only the content you wish to share. Simply go

to SafeShare.T\Paste the link to the YouTube video you want to use and
magically you receive a SafeSearch link.

The link to this tool is &ittp://safeshare.tv/
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PostingProjects
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student work not just describe itNot only is it motivating for students to see

Projocts their projects online, it is a wonderful oppganity to showcase their great work
to their parents, the community and the world!
Chex 1 e e e wrve aarTy SR T Flowplayer

Create videos of student work and share them using Flowplayer. This video
player allows you to embed student @ds on your website. The free version is
available abttps:/flowplayer.org/pricing/cOf A 01 GKS odzid2y a-
002 dzy (i @¢

Youblisher

Anotherway to show off original student work is by creating a flipbook. It is super simple
G2 R2 o0dzi t2214& NBFftfeé AYLINBaAaAaABSD® CANRG:
the file to Youblisher. In a very short time, you will receive a link to taklithat you can

post or incoporate into your Symbaloo pagéo

to http://www.youblisher.com/registerfor a free account.
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Hit Counter

b2¢ GKI badéddrdger®d Rdded links and created videos, how do you know if
anyone is using your site? One way to tell is to embed a hit counter. There are many
different hit counters you can use. | incorporated the free hit counter

from http://www.hit -counts.com2y Y& LI 3S®d {2 FINE 6SQ@S
of the page. A lot of hits for a small town! Using this counter is easy, simply sign up (your email address and URLedie ckqase

a style and clickenerate code. You will quickly and easily receive a counter code to use on your site.
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Justthe beginning
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Today having a web page is essential. Our site is diiefirst stop students make when they want to view content. We need to
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Youblisher are powerful ways to structure web site conteXre there any changes you can make so that users can easily find the
information they need?

Garih Q w $sihé LlfibtaryMedia Specialisat the DennettElementarySchooln Plympton

ARRANGINE SCHOOLIBRARVWOMEPAGEBYMICHAEL CALIGIUIRI
APRIL12, 2015
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of creating a digital space formy loNE = L NBf ASR 2 I G
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importance on an open, undtered, and inviting space.
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A few years ago, our school moved to arGdlogle platform for uniformity among our threewn district. This meant that all teachers
were required to use Google Sites as their host. For me, this meant changin@ firgaléheYWebsite to Goggle. | looked forward to
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| needed a catalog link, links to databases and student search engines, as aglticulum resources. The challenge was how and

where to arrange these things. And Google Sites, especially in the basic form we adopted, is not very easy to workightroutso
the help of experts for technical stuff, but for the look of my homepay L (G dzNYy SR G2 a2YS GNROla LQCE

DESIGN

Comic book page layout, as well as magazine advertisements, have much in common with website homepage layout. Our eyes first
scan rather than read these media.@omicsand Sequentl Art, Will Eisner (the guy for whom the graphic novel award is hamed)
explains that in western culture our eyes are trained to move across a page in a left to right direction. We start wigph acwss the

top, then diagonally through the center,afdS ¥ & G2 NA3IKG F3IFAYy | ONRaa GKS o62iG0G2Y Ay
comfortable scanning this path across a page. When | designed my website, | chose a Google template that fit this raddel. | pu
02t R a6St 02YSé¢ YSaa pags The Qiddk &as a ceteéSed 8hart paradgfaph¥eRplaining basic navigation with white
space on the left and right. Across the bottom, there are just three bold graphics connecting patrons to the sites mbgt used
elementary kids. When itwas timeformie2 | RR Y& 2SS0 {SIf 2F 9EOSttSyO0Sz L RSOAR
providing more white space on the sides.

Your eye first follows the path that welcomes you to the site. Once
you move across the center, you find yourself at the mostyep
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the bottom where you find the most used links by early elementary
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et et can start again. This time you might rethé message in the middle

# " a5 s directing you to the tabs at the top or the links at the very bottom.

. (digital) a Those links that require some hunting are designed for older kids

PR and adults. Again, just as the library is designed for easy movement

— and access through theastks of books, our eyes need the same

S5 Library Media Center T
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Welcome to your school's library website!
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comfort as they travel across the homepage.
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through 8 schooposed the added challenge of where to place content for very different age groups. | chose colorful graphics for thos
links most frequently accessed by our younger patrons. For older kids, parents, and teachers, | put their links on thexbmatlde

top. These links are more tekeavy but each annotation within is still kept short. Faiciesand Proceduresab does contain long
paragraphs, but each annotated link for teachers, parents, and middle school kids is kept under three sentences long.

I grouped the vertical areas on the homepage in threes as well. The banner with tabbed links on the top, a short paragaagigexpl
how to use the site in the middle, and the three bold graphics anchoring the bottom. Depending on screen size, mdsbmkihege

fits on one screen cutting down on the amount of scrolling and searching to find links.
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to be easy to navigat®oth need uncluttered access to the most popular resources first, and both need a design that brings people
back.
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MichaelCaligiuriisthe schoollibrarian at the FlorenceSawyerSchooln Bolton

AUTHORNTERVIEVLISAPAPADEMTRIOLW ELLEN BRANDT

APRILL2, 2015
Author Lisa Papademetriou (Photo courtesy of Random House)
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editing mass market paperbacks for younger audience (e.g. Sweet Valley High), Lisa Papademetric
noticed that SOMpeople DO make a living writing for children and she dropped out of business
school to pursue her real passion and beconidesvYorkTime$estselling author.

Heroriginalintention wasto be a fantasywriter, but peopleaskedherto & ¢ Nfka$eSunny stories
youtell aboutwhenyouwerein highd O K 2s8 gheeidedup writing contemporary middle grade
realisticfiction. Hermostrecentseries,Confectionatelyrourshasa substantiaffan baseat my

middle schoolasdoesMiddle SchoolMy Brotheris a Big FatLiar,whichsheco-wrote with James
Patterson.

Hernewbook A Taleof HighlyUnusualMagicwill be releasedn October2015.Twomiddle school
agedgirls,onein Texasandonein Pakistangachfind a blankbook. Theydo not know eachother,

but what they write in their book getsseenby the other girl on the other sideofthe g 2 Nt RX! b 5
the bookitself hasa storyto tell too! Theideawasinspiredby her MFAThesionthe WO 2 yd S LJi
R S a (whighd&h@saysisthe storywe tell ourselveshat makes our liveshavemeaning.

In additionto writing books,poemsand short stories, Lisahasa hilariouswebsitefor teaching
grammar:lvanaCorrectyattp://www.ivanacorrectya.com/andan app, Grammarous

EllenBrandtisthe schoollibrarianat BlanchardViiddle Schooin Westford
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NEWEWEIGHBORHOODSRHOWI| REINVENTEDHEDEWEXDECIMAL
CLASSIFICATIGNSTEMOMEETTHENEED®FMY ELEMENTARMNBRARY

BY NANCY KELLNER
APRILL2, 2015

NOTE: This article is reprinted with permission from the author¢ KS 2 NA IA Y | £ | NI A OfSL Widkil2adlbogBS R 2
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are the words of a 4th grader upon completion of our Dewey Decimal study unit.

In November of 2012, | began my annual exalimn of the breadth and depth of topics housed in the (primarily) nonfiction section of

GKS ftAONINE S Ffft 1y26 I aa GiK@GndSiGuesSeturéd3odnirodiicé hisklasSificdtienysybtenh ty ¥ |

the students.

Melvil Dewey, Guest Lecturer
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we should make up our own systeihKS b SgSeé 5SOA
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could have thought, diminishing the creativity and critical thinking of said student and
sticking with the almighty planbook. Or, | could have been blown dwahe thought of a

NEW Dewey, one created by the kids themselves. The fastidious BExasegsed librarian
would have opted for the former. (I used to be that librarian). But the Librarian 2.0 said to
KSNESt ¥z tSGQa 3ISG vySaae FyR IAGS GKAA |
And sothe day arrived after we had journeyed through all ten categories to take that

giant leap forward. | started with a class assessment. To create something new, we needec
to understand the old first. So, | challenged the students to recall the ten Dewesgs|as

which we recorded on the left hand side of the whiteboard. Surprisingly this was much
easier for them than | had thought it would be. Future librarians all? Then we started
brainstorming how we could make the classification system more-fidddly.

The ideas began to flow. Every single child contributed. Ideasideuh, collided and
overlapped:
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Newey brainstorm

And then this one, which really surprised gaesuggestion to put the biographies, lust
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explanation. Interestingly enough, this idea is not new and has been adapted (loosely) in at
least oneschoollibrary.

The Newey concept remained theoretigalgreat culminating lesson, a summative
assessment designed by the students themselves. But, the following year | thought. Why
not get messy? Why not empowthese children to ring out the old and ring in the Newey? And so, the Newey Neighborhood
was born. Twentyodd sections, a new alphaumeric classification system, a boon to shelvers and searchers alike. It took
braun-power and braigpower and months of chos, but it was worth it.

NancyKellneristhe librarian at the Peasleeschooin Northborough
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DEWEMHYBRIMODEIBY HALEY ZANCONATO
APRILL2, 2015

| firmly believe that any worthwhile project should begin with a decent dose of
naive optimism.

It all started on a quiet April afternoon in the Dartmouth High School Library. |
had just finished reading an article about a school library that had converted
their nonfiction collection to a Deweyree modelWhat an awesomeideal! |
thought. Andbesideshow difficult couldit possiblybe?(Very difficult, | would

later learn. At one point that summer when someone asked how the project
was progressing, | actuglsaid almostcrying a L Y S@SNI g yi (2
0221 F3AFLAYHE X.dzi R2yQid €S GKFdG aol
creating a Deweydybrid model took us eight months and 13,000 books from
initial idea to full implementation, it has been eogndbreaking change that

has positively impacted student engagement, learning, browsing, and

research.

Powerful Words

GD2Ay3IChESESeAa OdNNBydGte I K20 G2LAO0O Ay GKS fAONINB 62NI RD
argue that the Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) has been broken sinceitstréaion 2 dza i RARY QO {y 26 A
2F RSGFAfSR aAadayl3sS gAatt FAE GKS FIF OG0 (KI G éfiry &dldvievNIBErOIDS O
YIENBAYIFEAT Sa YAYy2NAGE RAaO2 dzrREAGkeraidyoinparativérdligioasdIoDddrldnguagéss I 0 S
and 990 Generahistoryof otherareas This distinguishes those that have been nanDSpanishand Portuguesd.anguage$ as
Y2NXYIFGABS yR a20Alftte | OOSLIiFotSed 126 R2 2dzNJ &0 dzRSyINS I A K
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experiences over others. People cannot be equal until all forms of knowledge are equal.

DismalDecimals

The DD@vas created with an eveexpanding decimal structure, an innovative feature for its time. This structure enables newly
created categories to be incorporated into the existing framework. Over the years, though, categories have become fragmtkated
point where computersare separate frontechnology andsewingand crochetingare split across classes. In a gebhesed system,
spontaneous browsing has become a challenge.

This is the point where | find myself questioning the true purpose of libraries. Weee\Dcreated the DDC, libraries contained closed
stacks, only accessible by librarians (Gibson 48). As a profession, we have worked so hard over the years to encouldg@oto st
take responsibility for their learning and to teach them the tools amehigonents of research. Until we change the classification
system, librarians will always serve as the intermediary. The key question is: should students have to be taught howlicange la

F  fAONI NAIFYQa LINAYFNE NEBREPYAAORAMNAER WAAVIZ ABNOSY 108 OBWERT 2
be spent on more creative, inwative, and collaborative work.

UnconvincedLibrarians

Over the past two years, | have been contacted by many librarians about the concepeofesrHybrid model, from schools as near

as my own district, to schools as far as the United Kingdom. While many librarians are convinced of the value of cdmeierting t
systems, they struggle with the time and planning required to complete the projéete are other librarians, though, who are not
convinced of the value of a Dew€yee orDewey € 6 NA R Y2RSf ® ¢KS& a2YSétAySa aleée GKAy3
2dzai ySSRa OfFNAFAOIGAZ2YKE o1 2 LIS FLixardals aldokrientionlp deSc@r With gwitdkihgdo al |
model that has not been officially established and accepted as a universal system. As a result, the abilibctbadogye becomes

limited, and cataloging new items takes additional time. HoweMaratians may find themselves with additional time if they are no
longer retrieving books for students. (Disclaimer: By no means am | advocating for a library experience where librateges help
students find materials. There is a stark differencawbver, between those students who simply need to locate the biographies on
Nelson Mandela or the books about Shakespeare, vs. those students who need help formulating a research question ordkeling bo
to spark some topic selection ideas.)

Systemsframeworks,Models, OhMy!

Another objection that some librarians raise when considering a system conversion is the importance of students knowmgdeow t
GKS LJzof AO tAONINBEDP ¢KSe& g2NNEB (KIFG AT (K hd&vad uselothsf ibiaried. Mylz3 K |
answer starts like this: If students go to college, they will likely encounter Library of Congress. When they go to agholoégto

browse by genre and author. On Amazon.com and other online booksellers, they se&eywayd. All of these are just systems, but
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i K S @ifleNeBt systems. We should keep in mind that Devige and Deweylybrid models are also systems, not the absence of a
system.

Furthermore, most public libraries still use the DDC, but how many adutd dzy G F NAf & @A &aAAG | Lzt A0
research, or discovering new things? Fostering a love of learning in children is a crucial step in creating adults whao isddke
public library. And children who find (school) libesrifrustrating, confusing, and intimidating will be at risk for not developing that
passion for reading. If library patrons (of all ages) sense that libraries were designed for librarians, they will féiermdraders in
a42YS2yS SfaSaa2ahWSOB K&AI R Ff SKSANI NARIKG G2 F fA0NINBEQa O2f f
LG Kra y2¢ 0SSy (62 @SINAR aAAyOS GKIFG !'LINRE FFOGSNYy22vdtiekK Sy |
envisioned the possibility of a different classificat&iructure. It has been a process and a journey full of research, ideas, mistakes,
and successes. While | do not claim that the Dartmouth High School library has created the perfect model, | am prountd say t
now features a system in which knowledigenore equal and students are more autonomous in their learning.

Works Cited
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In 2013, Halley Zanconatmd Pamel&ing, the Library Assistant, converted the nonfiction collection of the Dartmouth High School to
a DeweyHybrid model. Eight months, 13,000 books, and countless cups of coffee later, the library features a more intuitive, less
biased collection thatis sleO i dZNBER (2 RANBOGE & &adzZlILl2 NI G(KS ao0OK22f Qa OdzNNA O¢
Educational Leadership from UMass Dartmouth.

HalleyZanconatdsthe LibraryMedia Specialisat DartmouthHigh School.
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Have you heard of a crossing sweeper? Notogging guard, a crossing sweeper. A crossing sweeper who swept muck and the thirty
pounds of daily horse manure out of the way when a fine lady or gentleman crossed the street in the early nineteenth century.

Have you heard of Venus Cloacina? Not the gsdaf love but the Roman goddess of sewers.

Can you explain how the mosquito contributed to the Louisiana Purchase? Or why the first early European settlers ofeplorida s
buried in sand?

LT @2dzQ@S NBIFR | ye 2 Fictipr ybid ckild prdbablg &neeryesNR g al 6t S y 2y

Buttorea® K& QR ¢ K S & Bag§dd A RoéplHapKenheis more than snacking on fascinating friestdmping trivia. It is to
feast on fabulously original takes on history.

2 KEQR ¢KSe& 2SI NJ ¢KI K ston@ives thé reéadersla &limfisk iSto thehmdddPsbidialzaid political climates of the
time.

Poop Happened: A History of the World from the Bottoneximines the public health consequences of sanitation choices as societies
navigate waste disposal.

Bugged:How Insects Changed Histamymbines history, microbiology, epidemiology and conservation to explain the impact of living
with ten quintillion insects.

{FNIK !'f0SSQa KAIK LISt 0221a& 6A0GK O2 YISINKE Kibefva yesd 8ld. Blihef G Sy (
books are structured chronologically because it is important to her to help kids make connections.

So the next time you don your fleece made from recycled plastic bottles, or you drink your milk that has been produced mot
stressed by too many flies, or you use toilet paper invented by the Chinese for emperor use only, you can remember Safki Albe
sideways takes on the world.

SamanthaKaneisthe LibraryTeacheiat TheChestnuHill School
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JANEYOLEMNDHEIDISTEMPLEAVETHEDAY:ABEDTIMESTOR®BY STACY KITSIS
APRILL2, 2015

Once upon a time, the school librarians of Massachusetts gathered in a great hall, all waiting to meet the legendary SueleAVhi
Unfortunately, it came to pass that the Book Whisperer was trappedearfah2 ¥ f I yR 2F (KS t KAf I RSt LK
tSFrad GKSNXQa || 0221adGd2NB FyR I [S3ltf {SIF¥22R2¢ OF YS adighNR
and worked their magic to conjure mothand-daughter giant2 ¥ OKAf RNBy Q& f AGSNIF G dzNBZ Wl yS |
S@Sy GKS RFeéQa FANBRG YANIOftST | SARA KIF@Ay3 | £t NBI Rpearhddeat SR
the at the lower grades author showcase whiletha panel for the upper grades.) Despite having been with the librarians since early
FFGSNYy 22y 2dzNJ 42N Qa KSNRAYSA 6SNB dzyRFdzy i SR adl @ wetie 2y
day with an inspired and entirely extgraraneous keynote address.
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of the stories Jane and Heidi shared with us.
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The Family Business

And so. Once upon a time, there was a mother and daughter, and they wrote many beautiful books for children and youagddults
grownups to enjoy togetheBut this story really begins even earlier, as Jane and Heidi explained how each came to join what is truly
family business.

WEySQa aINFYRTFFOIKSNI gl & | ylFrddz2NFt &aiG2NBGESEf SNE  &A (disiwftaheo & (|
most amazing stories, cribbed from Shakespeare and the Bible (of course, the Bard was himself a consummate thief, aateas we w
reminded, the best storytellers are terrific liars). Her father was a journalist, publishing executive, and{iredaiined kiteflying
champion of the Western Hemisphere, whose adventures included being a police reporter and spinning misinformation foethe sec
radio in London during World War 1. Her mother was the author of published crossword puzzles antl inpuk SR & K2 NI & (
older son writes books of music; the younger is a photographer.

ParentOKAf R O2ft 62Nl GA2Y Aa AGASET LINI 2F GKS FI YAt @& 28NJaR X0 |
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Kite Flyingghostwritten for her dad for $250 and no royalties.
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The Kid in Owl Moon

aL Y O2YLX SGSte GKS 2LI1RaArAidS 2F Yé Y2Y Ay (G(KS gt & L aftheyS
daugher inOwl Moonand other characters, Heidi took a more circuitous route éadoming an author. Though an avid reader and

writer (with great models at home, of course!), she was too shy as a child to get up and speak in front of an audieracty, beer

as a professional writer began in college when (in a story she promigediogls not tell in school visits), she set up a cottage industry
GNRAGAY I LI LISNE F2NJ 20KSNJ a0dzRSyGaod aL ¢l & I22R Sy2dAKl, L 02«
Heidi was a parole officer, a private investigator, armhetender, apparently exhausting all options before joining her mother to write

a story for the collectioiiGreat Writers & Kids Write Spooky Starfesgce then they have collaborated on on more than 20 books
together, with more on the way.
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What a Writer Needs

Our next story is a kind of list: the things a writer nsed
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was worth regating, as the next and last story they told was 12 years in the making.

Good Night, Nestlings!

Then it was time to read the librarians their final bedtime story, the-jetasedYou Nest Here With Man ornithological lullaby

about pigeons, catbhirdsyrens, and grackles. This book, Jane and Heidi explained, went through editors, publishers, and rewrites to
the point of being unrecognizable to its authors and back again, then waited three more years for the perfect illustvibssa

Sweet.

Jane ad Heidi read, as the sleepy, grateful librarians listened on:
Swallows nest above barn doors,

Plovers nest on sandy shores,

Eagles nest upon high tors,

But you nest here with me

Ly F YSGOFLK2N 0KFEG aSSYSR I LI V 2djas @elkadw, tie2ebderwill i het dv@raieardn§)R G A
maybe even the role of literature and libraries in the lives of young people:

Like baby bird, your nest can be
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StacyKitsisisthe librarianat ArlingtonHighSchool

AUTHORNTERVIEVWM.T. ANDERSOBIY ALANA STERN

APRIL12, 2015

Author M.T. Anderson shows off the MSLA chocolates given to him at the
2015 MSLA conference at UMASS Amhérdt ¢ A aK L KIF Ry Qi
ad®d¢td ! YRSNAZ2Y [RYAGA (2 (GKS ONFERyZ
Anderson grinned as he responded to a member of the audience who
complimented his 2002 novdreed a science fiction title for young adults

that imagines a neso-distant future in which most people have Interrigte

feeds implanted directik y 12 G KSANJI ONI Ay&ad ad¢d |
We¢20AYHQEé Y2RSNI 2 NJ {fatteyideds) aYaSuhirfute Ay F
addition to the conference, enthusiastically sat in as a panel member on the
Upper Grades Author Showcase Sunday afternoon. Afterwerdpoke with
librarians at the Author Meet & Greet.

Feed fA1S Fftf 2F ! yRSNA2YyQa y2@Stas
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society. The text satirically addresses aamgrism, reliance on technology,
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Anderson grew up in Stow, Massachusetts, and admits that being raised in bucolic New England greatly influences his writing style.
G, 2dz & SGctaviaki Naihingd § KS SELIX FAYSR® aL R2y Qi 1y26 AT L o2 BINS O ¢
His National Book AwandinningThe Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing: Traitor to the Nagts the story of Octavian, the son of

a slave, growing up as an experiment of rational philosophers in Revolutionarg MR 2 R a | & & I O KldzdeBactinénts ¢ L
at the 225th anniversary of the Battle of Old North Bridge, and thought, if | were alive when this happened, it woulddz my d
FAIAKGAYID aé FlLYAfedd 2SS g2dA RYQl 1y26 oK2 ¢g2dzf B 8F dyOSAKK :
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From science fiction, to historical fiction, Anderson is known for jumping gefReeslis dystopian seii; The Astonishing Life of

Octavian Nothing: Traitor to the Natiatuo is historical fiction; and his first novéhirsty, is a caning-of-age vampiric horror story. For
his next title, Anderson is jumping agaitbnonF A O A2y ® G¢KAa 2yS (G221 @SIFENB (2 NBaSt
explained.

This new bookSymphony for the City of the Dead: Dmitri Shostakovichtem&iege of Leningratklls the story of what life was like

in Leningrad once it was coff from the rest of the world during one of the longest and most brutal military sieges in Western history.
GCKSNBE 6SNBE NROAY3I o0l yRa KZINNA FAYOS0EH ! aydR SN2 yNBAI H Af Redid  CLKOS g0l 2 2 |
Shostakovich endured the siege while composingédnggradSymphony, a musical work which became prominent in the eventual
lffASR GAOQG2NE® | S O2y Ay dz8 Riey smugglddyhid symphdoy cutii it chn2eggedd D& honbok ik S G-
[ SYAYy3INI R (G2 RSGIFIOKSR bSs ., 2NJ] SN& d¢
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and the Siege of Leningradll be published by Random House September 22nd, 2015.

AlanaSternis a TeachelLibrarianat WachusettRegionaHigh School

WHY#MEMBERSHIRATTERSONE[ L . w! WIAKEBBYXMAYA BERY
APRILL2, 2015

Last fall, | attended the AASL conference in Hartford, CT (membership in a national organization is just as importéotalimed.

One of the many excellent sessions | attended came from our very own Newton Phiolgt Bararians on the topic of elementary

f SINYyAY3 02YY2yad ¢K2dz2K LQR 2yfeé& 0SSy 62Nl Ay3 Ay /I N§AETS
new perspectives, and a mission: somehow, | would transform my library into a geleaiming commons.

The first step was to begin gathering information on the rare elementary learning commons out there. | downloaded the Newton
LINBaSyidldazy FNRY !''1{[Q&a S/h[[!. LEFTGF2NY 06} y2iK@dan 4dSYo SNE |
membership benefit) asking for resources. Within 24 hours, | had a wealth of information from librarians around the state:
bibliographies, links, suggestions and more. Over the summer, | began to formulate my proposal, and in the fatiteldpitetsemy
superintendent, who in turn shared it with our pareled education foundation. They jumped at the chance to get involved, a return

to their origins (they were founded to save the library during budget cuts), and | was asked to start thimgirighis project in

earnest.

Now | had to start thinking more carefully aboubat | would include on my wishlist. This seems like an easy, fun agis@tguring
websites, blogs, and Pinterest for inspiratiop dzi G KS NI I t A { @a liktléoveivieélniing.ASd dhée agad,N&rneidl 0 kthg
listserv to crowdsource suggestions, and just as before, the suggestions came pouring in: a TV to show digital workala media
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Flash forward to Mrch and the MSLA unconference and conference in Amherst. Sunday morning dawned, and the fantastic Laura
5Q9tAF YR 5Ly /it KFYy ({AO1ISR 2FF (GUKS ! yO2yFSNBYyOSong KS Y
about technologycentric makerspaces (video production/green screens/stogtion apps) as well as the more practical ones, like
knitting or sewing. My afternoon session of choice focused on learning comgmamsut 20 of us, representing a variety of schools

and differentstage@ ¥ G KS LINRPOSaad 9ffSy . NIYRG FNRY 2SaiGF2NR aKIF NBR
listserv), but it was also great to hear from others who have started to make small changes, or who are trying to figdrerewub

begin. The bauty of an unconference is that each of us had a voice instead of one presenter who answered a handful of questions a
the end of a session. | am looking forward to participating in a more general unconference at some point in the futung; MSIA
canprovide a libraryspecific unconference where we can share experiences and topics that are directly relevant to our work.

L Ffa2 FGGSYRSR || Tl odf 2dza a2yRlIe &aSaaizy o6& WSaaiol lifagR3S:
I £t SFNYyAy3a OSyiSNIAa I RSRAOFGSR OGAGAGe aidzRSyida @éfuyandk2 |

fSENYyAY3 AyiG2 KSNI adldGAzyad 'a a2yYS2yS gK2Qa T2t terinat&iRsikK SNI
person and to have the opportunity to ask her questions. It was great to get inspired with simple, easy ideas, like théhngaght of
putting straws and tape in a bin and having kids create original structures. Makerspace, engira®tifig all in one! | also loved

Zoinks the Robot, a small creation who asks students a weekly question that they must use a library resource (Pebble@mn, Brain
Britannica, etc.) to answer.
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When my superintendent offered specialists the chance to stkier schools during parerteacher conferences this past week, |

knew exactly what | was going to do. Using the MSLA directory (you guessed it, another membership goodie), | reachessput to J
Jennifer Reed, and Sheila Packard, all of whom work in &earid have made changes to their spaces that | wanted to see in person.
They graciously welcomed me into their schools, answered my questions, and let me take as many photographs as | wahtad. | saw
Jess has used the side of a shelf to mount a Legadbaad how she uses a flat space under her circulation desk for a Boggle board. |
saw how Jen has implemented great signage and made good use of limited display space, and got to test out colatsradiyon
GrotSa Ay {KSAflFIQa aLl OSo
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team. MSLA has allowed me to build a professional network of librarians across the state who | can turn to for advice (my
superintendentwho attended the conference with me, came away highly impressed by just how many people | know from across the
state). MSLA provides me with relevant professional development that directly benefits my students (I walked away from this
adzYy YSNID & .hé& tGonféréhbetnvhhSdast two projects that are now in development). Most of all, it has allowed me to make
friends with colleagues whose names | recognize from the listserv when | take a class or go to a workshop, colleagudamwlyo are
wise, helpfd = Sy O2dzNI IAy3 FyR 2dzad 3ISYSNItfe& FlodzZ 2dza O2YLI y& @K
adzZLILR2 NI LQ@S FFLAYSR FNRBY o6SAy3 Iy a{[! YSYOGSNE I yR thedpés 0 S
that my experience can help others. #membershipmatters

MayaBeryisthe librarian at TheCarlisleSchooin Carlisle

AUTHORNTERVIEWBURLEIGHMUTENBY KELLY MCMARU
APRIL12, 2015

Burleigh Muténhtip://www.burleighmuten.com/is the author of a middle grade verse nowdiss
Emily, which is about Emily Dickinson and the children she loved. The mischievous, playful Miss
invites her young friends to greet the circus train as it arrives in town, and a fresh image of Dick
as an approachable, fun companion is offered te thader.

Mutén has authored four other books for children, two about goddesses throughout the world ai
two collections of retold folktalesf KS Kl & (6A0S 6SSy AyOf dzRSR
Notable Social Studies Book for Young Children. &whes creative writing to young authors and i
enjoys being a visiting author at elementary schools and teaching about Emily Dickinson as wel
mythology.

|
This year at the MSLA conference in Amherst | had the pleasure of meeting and interviewing at *
Burleigh Mutén.

According to Ms. Mutén, contrary to what many think, Emily Dickinson never retreated from the children in her life. Witkhagke
aKS OFYS dzld 6A0GK GKS ARSI 2F gNAGAYy3 | OKAf RNBsh@idvesogated] | 0 2 ¢
OdzNNX Odzft dzy F2NJ KSNJ { AYRSNEI NI Sy GmilyRickinsonFiendintl Me@#bars tiéJnesa | O D NJ
Library in AmherstJenkins grew up across the street from the Dickinsons and was a close friend witedeeand nephew.

Gazaid LIS2LIXS R2yQlG (y2¢ GKFG 9YAfte gla I RSP2G§SR FNASYR G2
made them feel importantWhen Emily saw children playing outside, she often joined their fantasies by peidiget treats for the
GLANF 6Sa¢ yR G3elLlaadad aNStE€2é/ R AY{BESNAYI QRYY2YAADEKI AKE
2F ¢2NR LI} I & I y Rsebucato’s @ disEsded how emgenErig it is for a thitdive an adult really care and want

to know who they are.

Ms. Mutén found the more she read about Dickinson, the more she wanted to kflolS alF AR aKSQR o6SSy I LJ
school, but felt emboldened to use her poet voice to tell this stdityrough the bookiliss EmilyMutén hopes the playful spirit of
Emily Dickinson will interest and inspire young readers and writers.

adziSy alAR GKFd GoNRGAY3I A& | INBIG 61 & (2 LINR OSsisalfesteynk 2 NH |
/| KAt RNBY tA1S 9YAfe 5A01AyazyQa oNAGAYy3I 0SOFdzasS (KI&én NBE I
5L01AyazyQa dzasS 2F aSSYAy3afteée NIYR2Y Lldzy Ol dzl G A 2 yantTosaNdwithauk Y LI

worrying about rules.

When asked what is next for her, Mutén told me that she will be retiring from classroom teaching at the end of thid/hidarshe
will miss her students and teaching, she is looking forward to staying conntectdildren and the writing of children by teaching
Y2NBE ONBIFGAGS oNRGAYI ¢2NJ] aKz2LA yR | dziK2NJ GAaAGaA | GndSt SY S\
sharing her knowledge as a guide at the Emily Dickinson Museum in Amherst.

Kelly McManusis the Media Specialisat GrotonDunstableRegionaHigh School
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Intimesof changelearnersinherit the earth; while the learnedfind themselvedeautifullyequippedto dealwith a world that no longer
exists ~ Eric Hoffer

Keeping up with the continuous changes within our profession is a challenging yet vital task. As this quote from Eizlidatéss,
school librariangnust find ways to continue to develop professionally not only to remain relevant, but also to ensure their role as
educational leaders within their school communities. To do so, school librarians must be the models of what we encounage and
our studenst develop into: independent, sediirected, lifelong learners. While traditional professional development models can be
limiting because of scheduling conflicts, topics that are not of interest, distance or cost, adyeetéd learner with access to¢h
Internet has many options for relevant, worthwhile free or inexpensive professional development as well as the opportunity to
connect and collaborate with and learn from peers and thought leaders in the field. The opportunity to pursue your owry @arni
your own time is more accessible than ever!

Twitter

Twitter has revolutionized professional development. At any time, Twitter offers access to the knowledge, advice andsesingce
shared by colleagues around the world. While Twitter is an amautawcg to learn about new resources and professional information

and articles, one of the best uses of Twitter for professional development is Twitter chats. Twitter chats offer the dppttun

connect with peers in real time to participate in onlinecéised discussions with school librarians and other educators. Twitter chats
are a perfect vehicle for developing an online Professional Learning Network with innovative and inspiring colleagues$theac
country and beyond. There are educational Taitthats happening every day. Use this handytter chatcalendarcreated by

Richard Byrne or thisducationChatson Twitter list to see when different educational chats take place. The Massachusetts School

[ AOGNI NBE ! 3820AFGA2y Q& | a {-9porhonthé decoiidSTNESsdayKaka moiith. THeék outdhd s€h8dulg NE Y
upcoming#MSL Achatsas well as the archives of past chats to see what colleagues have been discussing and sharing. New to Twitte
Find information abat how to getstarted here. To get the most out of Twitter, consider using a tool such as TweetdeElootsuite

to set up columns for following specific hashtags such as #MSLA #TLChat, #edtech, #ttbtbat, sted others for a direct connection

G2 Ylye 2F (GKS (2RlI&2Qa SRdzOF A2yt GK2dzZ3K4d tSFRSNEO®

edWeb

edWebis a professional social and learning network that offers educators the opportunity to not only connect lgtgaes with

similar professional interests, but also to participate in free professional development webinars. edWeb is organized byittesnm

of interest. Once a member joins a community they will receive notice of upcoming related webinars. Onerdtynoininterest to
librarians id-MC@ TheForefront A Collaborative Community for Library Professionals. Some of the webinars are-gpndsored,
however all of the webinars are led by school library leadetsadfer valuable information on school library topics. For example
recent school librangNBS f G SR f A0S 6So0AYyIlI NE Ay Of dzZRSR 5@yl YAO 5FGFolasSay
presented by Joyce Valenza, and Makerspaces: The Now RenafuSchool Libraries presented by Leslie Preddy. Community
members not able to participate in the live webinar are able to view these webinars at any time; and a list of archivedsaslailso
available.

eCOLLAB

Are you a member of AASL? If so yawédaccess to a valuable professional development resoafce]) | ABAASL members or

eCOLLAB subscribers have access to upcoming and archived webinars on a variety of school library topics presentsdrbthkeader
school library profession. There are a number of upcoming webinars scheduled through June including Transforming Teaching and
Learning With Digital Tools by Melissa Jacobs Israel and School Library Collaborations: Making Them Work to Imprbve Stude
Achievement with Charles Hockersmith.

TLVirtual Cafe #TLChaand TLNewsNight

Connect and collaborate with some of the most innovative thought leaders in the school library proféssiontial Cafe hosts

GO02y @SNEL (A 2 firariang, ddritionnl3dciDdo§y\Nand collaborative connections to facilitate meaningful and lifelong
fSIENYyAY3I alAtfacde ! LIO2YAYy3 S@PSyida AyOfdzRS al | SNEMIHHEBSE oA (K
Malespina, and Classroom Cribs with Erin Klein & Al Juliani. Join #TLChat on Twitter on the 2nd Monday of the eachpnunth at 8
Also, check out LNewsNighton the 3rd Mondayf each month with archives available.

WebJunction
h / [ IWebdunctiorfeatures free webinars on a variety of libramlated topics presented by leaders in the field. Certés of
completion are available upon completion of the webinar.
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BooklistOnlineand SLIVebcasts

BooklistOnlineand SLIWWebcastoffer a variety of webinars (including archives of past webinars) on new and subject specific book
titles, literacy topicsdigital resources and moresually sponsored by publisheSome of the free webinar offerings are often
sponsored by or underwritten by publishers or other vendors so keep thairid when viewing the content.

Want to take an education course or leagomething new just for fun? There are many opportunities to do so online. Try an online
course or MOOC through what | think are some of the best quality online learnindlisted below). Happy Learning!

Annenberd_earnerseeks to advance the art of teaching through more than 100 multimedia courses and workshops. Geeelliate
available for a fee.

EdXconnects learners to interactive onlindci a8 Sa | yR ahh/ a FTNRY (KS 62NIRQa o6Sad dzy
Canvadletworkoffers free, online courses taught by educators.

Courserds an education pldbrm that offers free online courses from top universities and organizations from around the world.
MIT OpenCourseWaris a webbased publication of virtually all MIT course content.

OpenCultureprovides access to online courses, MOOCSs, content and more.

OpenYaleCoursedncludes lectures and other materials from selected Yale courses.

Udacity provides mostly free technology courses developed in collaboration with industry experts such as Google and Facebook. Fe
based courses for credit are also available.

WebCast.Berkeleprovides online vido and audio content from UC Berkeley courses.
I YR R2 Y QdbgleFigeNH @ EsUSchoolTubgand YouTube orouTubeEdfor online courses or quick instructional videos.

AmyShortisthe AssistantDirectorof LibraryMediafor the CambridgePublicSchools
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APRILL2, 2015
Author Laura Harrington (right) and Interviewer Laura Gardner
Meeting Laura Harrington was such a tidaaura is a playwright who took a
risk and published her first novdlJice Blissto great acclaim. It was chosen
as one of the Best Books of the Year by School Library Journal inAtiggis
the story of a small town girl who is forced to grow uptfavhen her father
joins the armed forces and is deployed to Iraq. Laura Adile Bliss & Of | &
O2YAy3 2F F3S &aiG2NB¢ gAGK RSSLISNI f I
around war time. The fact that such a small percentage of our population
truyenrRdzZNBa GKSaS ¢ NB KIa aKFdzyiSR K
Laura did extensive research on teens whose parents are in the military for
§KS 6221 YR F2dyR GKIG aiKSe T8§¢
0KSYS GKIFIG RNA@SE Y2ald 2FIKBENBGEANRR
The biggest inspiration for her book was Our Town by Thornton Wilder
because she was interested in how a community comes together, but she

gl a |fa2 AYaLANBR o6& (KS NBOSyld LI aairy3ad NF IKIN DI2ER NI { KB -

write a father/daughter story because she thinks they are too rare.

LYydSNBadAy3Ites fdK2daAK GKS y2@0St Aa G2fR Ay (KANRVESNDS Yy

0221 PAKINBNR GKFG abFa | LXF@&gNRIKIDA éKZ KFa 0SSy 6NARGAYy3 Y2v
AKIFINBR KFG akKS GKAY] a uK)\a G3IABSE | BRAYyG 2F Sy idNBy 20 NBI
fifteenyd NJ 2f R YA3IKG &SS 6KI G ZKFGWYLmeaS‘[é“ al @2dely Y & KNRAENKDES OK
FNASYR O0lFyR LI2aaAxotS NRYFYGAO Ay(iSNBaido | SYNBEX [ | dzNYikedal AR i
Henry.

Laura experienced quick success Witltced [ I dzNJ NBf I 6 SRX GiKS 0221 G221 F &SIN G2

create a musical on the book and has the first major workshop coming up this month in April.
When | asked Laurawhatgtl & f A1 S G2 GNB oNARGAY3I a2YSGKAYy3I ySg FFGSNI I f
SEOAGAY3IAZé o0dzi GKIFIG KFEGAYy3a FrLYAf@ YR FTNASYRA OKSSNIy3I KSNJ
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