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There is a poem that I keep on my desk that says in part: 
άΧ¢Ƙƛǎ is what we are about: 
We plant seeds that one day will grow. 
We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future 
promise. 
We lay foundations that will need further development. 
We provide yeast that produces effects beyond our capabilities. 

We cannot do everything 
and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. 
This enables us to do something, 
and to do it very well. 
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the ǿŀȅΧέ  

~ Bishop Ken Untener 
 
This resonates with me a lot this spring, as I prepare to step down as MSLA president in May. Lots of seeds have been planted lately, 
and I have great hope that those that follow will reap a good harvest. So, in Ƴȅ ƭŀǎǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ŀǎ a{[! tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ 
some things that give me great hope for school libraries: 
 
Our library commission: CƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ in Massachusettsτsome sense 
that ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǿƘŀǘ we do and support our work. The passage of our bill creating a 
commission to evaluate the status of school library programs in 2014 gives me great hope that we will finally be able to gather the 
data and stories we need  to make our case that equitable access to school libraries matters, and to see that steps are taken to make 
this a reality for all the students in our Commonwealth. Our commission formally met for the first time in March, and we are in the 
process of setting up a comprehensive survey in concert with Dr. Carol Gordon and Dr. Robin Cicchetti. Legislative co-chair Kendall 
.ƻƴƛƴǘƛ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ άƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘέ reports from across Massachusetts. We 
are counting on MSLA members to ensure that surveys are completed accurately and that we hear from the right people at our 
hearings and site visits. Please keep an eye on the MSLA listserv in the coming months to see how you can help. 
 
Our renewed look at professional development: In the past few years, MSLA has been increasing its professional development 
offerings beyond our annual conference. A recent survey of members indicates support for alternating an annual conference with one-
day events targeting a particular topic ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŀƴƎŜ 
from a conference day with MassCUE and the Museum of Science to an EdCamp day in the fall and a one-day event to tie-in with the 
ALA Midwinter Meeting in Boston next January. We are also going to continue to work with Karen Sekiguchi and EDCO to offer ELL 
PDPs for librarians, and we are hoping to plan ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ {t95 t5tǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƛŘentified a 
program at Old 5ƻƳƛƴƛƻƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ άŦŀǎǘ ǘǊŀŎƪέ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ Massachusetts hoping to 
become school librarians. Our hope is that this will start to produce the professionals we know we are going to need to provide strong 
school library programs in coming years. !ǎ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ [ŀǳǊŀ 5Ω9ƭƛŀ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ŀ 
newly formed Professional Development Committee to keep all this up and running. We are fortunate to have [ŀǳǊŀΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƻŜǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ {ǘŀȅ ǘǳƴŜŘΗ 
 
Our ability to network: A survey of membership last spring indicated that MSLA members value the ƭƛǎǘǎŜǊǾΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ 
ǳǎŜŘΦ bƻǿ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ using them often and well. While the listserv remains the 
place to go for specific information and advice, lots of great sharing happens daily on the Facebook page, which provides a way to 
inform friends and acquaintances by sharing outside our own library world. Our Twitter nights, organized by Amy Short, continue to 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǘŜǊǊƛŦƛŎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘΣ give it a try. 
Our energized and engaged membership: MSLA values the contributions of its members, and thanks to our ability to network, lots of 
great ideas and initiatives are being identified and carried out. We are incredibly fortunate to have several long-term Executive Board 

https://mslaforum.wordpress.com/2015/04/12/presidents-update/
https://mslaforum.wordpress.com/2015/04/12/presidents-update/


members with amazing contacts both at the state and national level. We also have a group of excited new practitioners who are 
bringing lots of ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ LΩƳ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ !ƴƛǘŀ /ŜƭƭǳŎŎƛ ƛǎ coming on as 
president. The more time I spend with her, the more I realize that she has the highest standards for students, and a great sense of 
ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎƪǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ in good shape. 
 

Judi Paradis is the President of MSLA and the librarian at the Plympton Elementary School in Waltham 
 

ACADEMIC COLUMN: THE REWARDS OF RESEARCH BY ROBIN CICCHETTI 
APRIL 12, 2015 
Thank you to the MSLA Awards Committee for recognizing with a research grant the work done in the course of writing my 
dissertation, Transitioning a high school library to a learning commons: Avoiding the tragedy of the commons. The ongoing support of 
MSLA colleagues has been deeply appreciated. 
RESEARCH: A QUEST AND A QUESTION 
In July of 2012 I began a doctoral program with Northeastern University. If I had known how difficult it was going to be I never would 
have started, and now that I am finished I encourage everyone to consider pursuing a doctorate. If I can do it, so can you. It is a three-
year quest that consumes all free time, forces the brain to work harder and establish new pathways of learning, and most valuable for 
me, renewed my appreciation of how demanding it is to be a student. This quest experience has directly impacted how I teach my high 
school students, how I organize online materials, how I conduct both formative and summative assessments, and the value of clear 
communication on everything from rubrics to due dates. 
 
The Doctor of Education process consists of course work designed to teach research skills as well as critical content on topics ranging 
from educational pedagogy to organizational structures. Throughout the process the researcher is building a literature review, and 
iterating the research question(s) that will ultimately determine the topic of the dissertation and the direction of the research. Each 
course requires research and writing that informs the research question with a new lens. 
 
The research conducted for the dissertation focused on the process of transitioning a traditional high school library to the learning 
commons service model, identified the requirements of the model, and the factors that either promoted or undermined the success of 
the transition. 
 
A general inductive approach based on a qualitative methodology was used to collect and analyze data obtained from three 
Massachusetts high school librarians who self-identified as having successfully transitioned a high school library to a learning 
commons, were all members of the MSLA, and worked in public high schools. The two research questions for the study were: 
 
(1) What factors determine a successful transition? 
(2) What factors undermine or threaten the transition? 
 
Data was collected through multiple methods including: field notes from site visits, review of participant created websites, as well as 
interviews conducted in person, by telephone, and by video conference. Coding was used to sort and evaluate data that identified 
categories and themes that influenced the success of the transition. 
 
The transition to a learning commons was analyzed in the context of the tragedy of the commons scenario (Hardin, 1968). The tragedy 
scenario has its roots in pre-Roman England when farmers grazed their livestock in communally held fields. The growth in demand for 
the common fields led to increasing herd sizes with no corresponding incentive to maintain the shared resource, leading ultimately to 
overuse, depletion, herd starvation, and collapse. The tragedy scenario has been applied to analogous issues such as over-fishing, 
deforestation, and in this study, the highly demanded resources of a modern learning commons. 
 
Through analysis of the transition experiences of the three participants, the trust of the building principal was identified as the primary 
hallmark of success. The attributes of the school librarian that positively influence the trust of principals are identified as vision and an 
implementation plan, data-driven practice, communication, and consensus building skills. 
 
Based on research relating to the learning commons service model, a successful transition includes a reduction and reorganization of 
the book collection to increase space for collaborative activities. An integral part of the shift in the mission of the library collection is a 
de-emphasis on print reference and a transition to e-books to replace print reference, with priority placed on purchasing high interest 
young adult fiction and narrative nonfiction to promote curriculum and pleasure reading for students. 
 
The revitalization of the former school library to a learning commons requires diverse seating, working, and production options for 
students, as well as access to technology for equity, learning, creation, and sharing. The virtual learning commons is a space that 
promotes curated access to curriculum content as well as communication and scheduling for students and faculty. 
 
In conclusion, the learning commons is a model designed to support student learning and achievement in a period of evolving and 
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dynamic change in curriculum and digital information and presentation technologies. This study situates the learning commons as 
central to school change, and identifies the factors that promote a successful transition. The tragedy of the commons scenario 
represents a transition process that is undermined by lack of support in key domains.  Without the trust of the building principal, the 
school librarian faces challenges in implementing the model, and positioning the learning commons at the heart of student and faculty 
work within the school. With trust, the learning commons can play a central role in school goals, school change, and student 
achievement. 
 
The experience of conducting authentic research on school librarianship was both challenging and invigorating. I am filled with 
gratitude for the generosity of the three participants in sharing their time, work, and expertise. My third reader, Dr. Mary Frances 
Zilonis, was extraordinary in identifying gaps in the research, as well as highlighting the opportunities for advocacy for the profession. 
Dr. Zilonis was truly a transformational partner, and immeasurably improved the caliber of the research and findings. Deeply engaging 
in various aspects and domains of school librarianship through research has been deeply rewarding. I look forward to future 
opportunities to work with data from our profession in order to continue advocating and contributing towards greater understanding 
and appreciation for the substantial benefits school librarians bring to student learning. 
 

Work Cited 
Hardin, G. (1968). The tragedy of the commons. Science, 162(3859), 1243-1248. 
 
Northeastern University. (2015). Doctor of Education. Retrieved March 29, 2015, from Northeastern University College of Professional 
Studies website: http://www.cps.neu.edu/degree-programs/graduate/doctoral/education/ 

 
Robin Cicchetti is the librarian at Concord-Carlisle Regional High School 

 

COMICS CORNER COLUMN BY EMILY TERSOFF  
APRIL 12, 2015 
 
Last issue I wrote about working with students on reading political cartoons as primary sources, but you may have noticed that both of 
the political cartoons I chose were recent ones, drawn in the last few years and focused on issues that current students would 
recoƎƴƛȊŜΦ L ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ōŜ άŜŀǎȅΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
focus on the mechanics of reading and interpreting work in a medium (comics/cartoons) that most students have never studied. 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ ¦ǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜs 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ όƻǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎύ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǎƻƳŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƎƻΦ L Ŏŀƴ ŀǎƪ Ƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀt people 
in the future might learn from our contemporary comics τ how, for those future people, they could be primary sources τ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ 
pretty big imaginative leap, especially considering how much we take our own time and culture for granted. 
 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜre the second lesson in this mini unit comes in: we start off 
ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŎƻƳƛŎΣ DŜƴŜ [ǳŜƴ ¸ŀƴƎΩǎ American Born 
Chinese, but then we use it to help us consider a primary source 
political cartoon from the era of World War II and the internment 
camps for Japanese Americans. And while the first lesson had two key 
points, this lesson really boils down to one: how we draw (or 
otherwise represent) people matters. 
 
We start by reading through several pages from American Born 
Chinese as a class: I project them on the board, one spread at a time, 
ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΦ CƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜǎ LΩƭƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘΣ ƻǊ 
focus on some aspect of how Yang conveys information (for example, 
putting brackets around dialogue that characters would actually be 
saying in Chinese). The main thing I want them to notice, though, is 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŘǊŀǿƴΦ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǉǳƻǘŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǇŀƎŜǎ ǎƻ 
you can see what I mean. 

 
(Yang 26) 
I start with this page because I want students to see how different 
these characters look from each other. In each panel we have four 
boys, all Chinese American and all about the same age, and they are 
easy to tell apart. They have different faces, different hairstyles, 
different outfits τ they are drawn as four distinct individuals. 
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!ŦǘŜǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇǊŜŀŘǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ L ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜƳ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
another storyline in the book, including this page: 

 
(Yang 48) 
CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ American Born Chinese yet, this is Chin-Kee, 
an embarrassing, larger-than-life racist caricature who is meant to make readers 
as uncomfortable as he makes his cousin Danny. Unlike the boys in the first 
image I quoted, who are drawn with tan skin, Chin-YŜŜΩǎ ǎƪƛƴ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƭȅ yellow. 
His eyes are squinted shut. He has huge front teeth. More than one student has 
suggested he looks like a chipmunk. He speaks with a stereotyped rather than a 
realistic accent. And of course, his name is a variation on a racial slur. 
 
Because students have already seen other Asian characters (both Chinese 
American and Japanese American) from the same comic, they know that Chin-
YŜŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘǊŀǿƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ŀƴ 
exaggeration, a caricature: not only is he literally larger than other characters, 
but of the three storylines that come together at the end of the book, this is the 
only one presented as a sitcom, complete with laugh track and applause written 
across the bottoms of the panels. Unlike the caricature of the young woman in 

our first lesson, though, this caricature is hurtful. 
 

Then I show students the following political cartoon: (Seuss) 
 
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ǘŜƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ 
from 1942, and one of the first questions I ask them is: who do these people 
look like? Do they look like Jin and his friends in the first page I quoted 
above? Or do they look like Chin-Kee? From there we can also discuss setting 
(west coast of the United States), what the characters are doing (handing 
out/receiving explosives), and what they think the caption at the top means, 
particularly the implication that these caricatured Asian Americans do not 
consider the United States their home. 
 
After that the conversation depends in part on how much students already 
know about Japanese American internment during World War II, though 
ƻŦǘŜƴ LΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀƴ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿΦ 
Mostly I try to help students make the connection between how Dr. Seuss 
chose to represent a group of people (Japanese Americans) and how our 
country collectively chose to treat that same group of people, and to think 

about how this political cartoon can help us understand the social atmosphere that would lead people to believe that the internment 
camps were a good idea. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ L ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΦ hŦǘŜƴ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōring this up 
because a student will notice it first, but this was drawn by the beloved Dr. Seuss. I find it heartening how disappointed students are 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ōǳǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜ ŀŘƳƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƎƻƻŘ points in 
some situations can be wrong in other situations. 
 

Works Cited 
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Emily Tersoff is the librarian at the Norwell Middle School 
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COLUMN: TALKING TECH BY MARGARET KANE SCHOEN 
APRIL 12, 2015 
 
tǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ In this 
ŎƻƭǳƳƴΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘƻƻƭ ǘƘŀǘ helps students conduct research and develop their visual literacy skills, using artworks, 
photographs, artifacts and more to learn. 
 

Google Cultural Institute 
Google Cultural Institute includes art and artifacts 

from all over the world 
Google Cultural Institute sprang from the Google Art 
Project ς a proposal to digitize the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ art 
collections by allowing online visitors to stroll through 
a virtual museum the same way you use Street View 
to visualize a journey. Since then, the project has 
expanded to include Historic Moments and World 
Wonders projects, using maps, photographs and 
more to explain and instruct. 
 
Art Project 
You can still take a virtual stroll through the Louvre, 
but Google has worked with museums to sort and 

categorize their collections, creating a searchable database where students and teachers can view artworks in high-resolution. Works 
are accompanied details and descriptions to explain their meaning and history (as I tell my students, just like those little plaques that 
hang next to the paintings in the museum) as well as give information for citations. Links take students back to the original source 
where they can find more details and download images if they want to make copies. 
The technology allows students to zoom in for a closer look, examining the brushstrokes on a Van Gogh, or to find each dot on {ŜǳǊŀǘΩǎ 
ά! Sunday on La Grande WŀǘǘŜΦέ If you got this close in real life, the alarms would go off. 
 
Historic Moments 
In this section Google and its partners have created online exhibits about άǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ moments in human ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΧǳǎƛƴƎ documents, 
photos videos and in some cases personal accounts of ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦέ The project includes digital versions of existing exhibits as well as ones 
created and developed especially for the site, with partners ranging from the George C. Marshall Organization, to the Anne Frank 
House to the Computer History Museum. 

 
The Historic Moments section includes exhibits curated by museums 

World Wonders 
This project teams DƻƻƎƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ¦b9{/hΣ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŀƴŘ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ DƻƻƎƭŜΩǎ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
±ƛŜǿ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƻ ¦b9{/hΩǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǎƛǘŜǎΦ ±ƛǎƛǘ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǎƛǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ site, read an 
ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŜǿ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘǎΣ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳǳǎŜǳƳǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀmple, the 
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exhibit devoted to the Giza Necropolis 
will let you take a tour around the 
Sphinx, and then look at photographs 
of archeological digs in the LIFE Photo 
Collection. 

 
The Versailles entry lets you read about 
the palace and look at some of its art 
before taking a virtual walk through 

the gardens 
How would you use it  in class? 
The original Google Art Project was 
clearly a boon to art educators. But by 
expanding beyond traditional art 
works, the Google Cultural Institute 
can be a valuable resource for a variety 

of teachers and subjects. 
 
History teachers should find the site especially useful. Students can locate images and primary sources for research on the fall of the 
Berlin Wall or learn about the codebreakers at Bletchley Park. 
 
The search functions can get even more specific: a student studying scientific innovations in Ancient China can comb the entire 
database, narrowing the search to  items from China in 1600 BCE to find an example of Bronze metalwork from the Sanzingdui 
Museum. 
 

Use the search tools to help students find artifacts from a particular time and place they are studying. 
 

And ƛǘΩǎ not just for upper level 
research. Younger students 
researching volcanoes might 
browse through ¦b9{/hΩǎ 
Pompeii exhibit and look at 
relics from the ancient city while 
American History researchers 
take a virtual tour of the Liberty 
Bell. 
 
Sixth grade students at H.C. 
Crittenden Middle School in 
Byram Hills have used the site 
for their year-long nation 
research, said librarian Barbara 
Bathelemes. While not all her 
students used the tool, those 
who did άƭƻǾŜŘ ƛǘΦέ 

 
Margaret Kane Schoen is a librarian at Newton South High School 

 

SECONDARY SCHOOL COLUMN: THE MAKERSPACE PHENOMENON BY CATHY COLLINS 
APRIL 12, 2015 
The difficulty lies not so much in developing new ideas as in escaping from old ones. ~ John Maynard Keynes 
 
Makerspaces are all the rage these days, and a hot professional development topic. I had the opportunity this past month to immerse 
myself in the world of makerspaces on two occasions: through attendance at Eric {ƘŜƴƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ άaŀƪŜǊǎǇŀŎŜέ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά[ŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
CǳǘǳǊŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎέ Conference sponsored by EdTechTeacher and MassCUE on March 6th, and ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ άaŀƪŜǊǎǇŀŎŜέ 
ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ a{[!Ωǎ southeast region at my own Sharon High School Library. 
 
Our library is currently undergoing a renovation process toward a ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎέ ƳƻŘŜƭΦ L ŀƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ 
makerspace, and ǿŀǎ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊy. 
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I am a big fan of Eric Sheninger, former principal of New Milford HS and current K-12 Director of Technology & Innovation in 
Spotswood, NJ. His Makerspace presentation did not disappoint. Sheninger kicked off his presentation by highlighting the ways in 
which the maker movement is driving innovation in manufacturing, engineering, industrial design, hardware technology and 
education. 
 
For those who may have missed this important new trend in the ed tech world, a makerspace is a defined as a physical place where 
students can create real-world products/projects using real-world tools. It is meant to be a shared workspace featuring innovative 
tools that are not typically available outside of school. Makerspaces at their ideal are inhabited by a community of student tinkerers, 
ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊǎΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ά5ƻ ƛǘ ¸ƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ-ŜǊǎΦέ 
 
These student tinkerers, at their best, are guided by natural inquiry and self-directed learning. Making can be tied to different content 
areas, though makerspaces themselves are informal in nature. Students use problem-solving and diagnostic skills to come up with 
creative solutions. Educators involved guide from the sidelines, encouraging independent learning and creativity. 
 
{ƘŜƴƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ǎƻƭƛŘ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎes ranging from suggested makerspace items, to articles, books and 
website links to further knowledge. 
 
On March 26th, Laura Gardner, the Southeast Director of MSLA, and I welcomed 28 fellow librarians to participate in a Makerspace 
workshop at Sharon High School. After introducing the topic and talking about what a makerspace looks and sounds like, we had an 
informative and lively Skype session with Diana Rendina, a middle school librarian in Tampa, Florida, who has created an amazing 
makerspace in her school library. After plenty of Q&A, we enjoyed a round table sharing session about what we were doing or 
planning to do in the makerspace realm. Paul Shiff, from Hub Technical, also shared about upcoming presentation possibilities at the 
Fall Conference, as well as grant opportunities. 

Cathy Collins is the librarian at Sharon High School 
 

 
THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX: FLIPPING THE HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY ς MARY ELDRINGHOFF 

APRIL 12, 2015 
 
¦ǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άнмǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅέ Ƙŀǎ 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǇŜǊǾŀǎƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
society.  Whether describing 
technologies, economies or social 
media, the term is inescapable. When 
that particular phrase is used to 
describe school libraries, most 
discussions center on the newest 
machines we provide rather than the 

people who need to use our facilities. As I prepare to enter my eighth year as a high school librarian I am certain of one particular 
reality, the people who need to use the Larrabee Library at Tewksbury Memorial High School are in fact, 21st century teenagers. 
 
In order to truly be effective educators, our students ought to be the starting point for any service the library offers.  Years of 
ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άƴŜȄǘέ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΥ нмǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǘŜŜƴǎ Ƙave 

been handed a difficult world. Within that world they face a series of challenges:  financial, 
academic, social, emotional and highly under-reported, physical.  Most teens deal with at 
least one of these issues.  Many experience some combination of the five.   
 
So how can librarians position themselves to support these students as they attempt to 
acquire knowledge while dealing with those potentially consuming issues?  My answer to 
ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ōŀǎƛŎΥ ά[ŜǘΩǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦέ  Students do communicate what they 
need; we must develop the ability to hear them.  By listening to our students and with 
ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ōŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅΣ ƻƴŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴΩǎ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ 
support became a reality at TMHS. 
 
9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ά[ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²Ƙŀǘ LŦΚέ Is it time to 
think outside the box? Is it time to flip the high school library into the 21st century?  What 
ƛŦ ΧǿŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ [ŀǊǊŀōŜŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀǘ сǇƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ŧƛƴŀƭǎ ǿŜŜƪΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴ 
academic setting that fits into their complicated lives? The mission of our high school 
library has always been:  to support teaching and learning.  By paying attention to our 
students and adhering to that mission, FINALS STUDY NIGHT at TMHS came to life. 
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Beyond some serious organizational planning, the successful formula included: 
o 80 high school students 
o 32 college student tutors 
o An area for quiet study 
o An area for small group study 

o An area for interactive student mentoring 
o Review sheets and textbooks provided by faculty 
o A support team of current library interns 
o Cocoa and cookies provided 

 
The opportunity to study quietly and to study with friends was well received, but by far the most powerful aspect of the evening was 
watching TMHS alums share their collegiate expertise with our current students.  Support was available in   Algebra, American History, 
Anatomy, AP Calculus, American Literature, AP Economics and many other subject areas. 

Colleges represented included: Lesley University, UMass Lowell, Worcester 
State, Harvard University, Endicott College, UMass Amherst, UCONN, 
Bridgewater State, Rensselaer Polytechnic, Worcester Polytechnic, 
Wentworth Institute of Technology, Salem State, Suffolk University, 
Merrimack College, College of the Holy Cross, Framingham State, Anna Maria 
College, UMass Dartmouth. 
 
The success of this event dictated that we host a Finals Study Night in the 
spring. Most sincere appreciation goes to all who supported this idea from its 
inception: Principal Kristen Vogel, Assistant Principals Eileen Osborne and 
Jason Stamp, the entire TMHS faculty, both the custodial and cafeteria staff. 
This was unmistakably the most collaborative experience of my professional 
career. 
 

Mary Eldringhoff, M.Ed., M.S., is the librarian at the Larrabee Library at 
Tewksbury Memorial High School 

  
 
 

PTA AND MSLA RALLY FOR READING IN SWAMPSCOTT BY a9DI!b hΩb9L[[ 

APRIL 12, 2015 
A prompt response by parents to proposed library budget cuts last year in the Swampscott School District led to a recent Grand 
Opening Celebration at the Hadley Elementary School. 
 
ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅΗέ ǎŀȅǎ aŜƭƛǎǎŀ 5ŜCƛƭƛǇǇƛΣ t¢! Ŏƻ-president and a leading voice for reinstating library services. Today they 
have 7,000 books logged in a new e-catalog at Hadley, all done by hand by parent volunteers. The e-catalog is installed at all schools in 
the district. There are drop-in hours and after-school hours at Hadley, a high school librarian this year, and a promise on one at the 
middle school next year and elementary the year after. 
 
Sharon Hamer and Judi Paradis, MSLA Executive Board members and library advocates, presented at Swampscott School Committee 
following the budget cut announcement to convince them of the vital importance of a strong school library program. 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 5ŜCƛƭƛǇǇƛΣ a{[! ǿŀǎ άŀ ōƛƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƭƛbrary buzz at 
IŀŘƭŜȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘΦέ 
 

Read more in a recent SLJ article by Lauren Barack: 
http://www.slj.com/2014/12/schools/school-library-
renaissance-in-ma-school-district/ 
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Nonfiction BEFORE      Nonfiction AFTER  
 

 Donation Bin & More Celebration Activity 
         

Meg hΩbŜƛƭƭ is the Learning Commons Director at the Pingree school in South Hamilton 
 

2015 MSLA CONFERENCE SESSION AH-I!IΩ{ 
APRIL 12, 2015 
 
5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ƻǊ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ be in two places at the 
ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΚ ²Ŝƭƭ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΥ ŀ ŦŜǿ generous members of the MSLA Board agreed to write up short blurbs on the 
ǊŜŀƭ άŀƘ ƘŀƘΗέ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ōȅ ƴƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀƴ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘƛǾŜ ƭƛǎǘ τ just enough to give you a flavor for a 
few of the sessions. For more detailed information on each session you can check out the conference program and handouts on the 
MSLA website. 
 
Education by Design:  Connecting With the Mobile Generation with BiblioBoard 
Presented by Carolyn Morris, BiblioBoard, Emily Tordo, Phillips Academy, and Tricia London, Avon Middle/High School 
Ah-IŀƘΩǎ contributed by Laura Gardner 

¶ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ȅŜŀǊōƻƻƪǎ ƻƴ .ƛblioBoard! 

¶ LǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎǳǎǘƻƳƛȊŜ Ŝ.ƻƻƪ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ .ƛōƭƛƻ.ƻŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǘƻ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƻǊ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅκƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ 

¶ There are lots of primary sources already on BiblioBoard τ even music! 

¶ The more teachers/librarians add content to BiblioBoard, the richer the content becomes 

¶ Some schools are using primary source materials from BiblioBoard instead of textbooks 
 
Great Books for Teens 
Presented by Terri Grief, McCracken County High School, Paducah, KY and President, AASL 
Ah-IŀƘΩǎ contributed by Anita Cellucci 
{ǘŀȅƛƴƎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǘŜŜƴ ōƻƻƪǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŀƴȅǘƛƳŜ L Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜǎǘ ƴŜǿ ōƻƻƪǎΣ LΩƳ 
there!  Great Books for Teens ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ōƻƻƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ L would like to.   Terri 
gave recommendations for several genres. Look for her handout of the complete list on the MSLA website. 
Cƛƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ¢ƻƻƭōƻȄŜǎ ¦ǎƛƴg Creative Technology Applications and 20% time. 
Presented by Christine Steinhauser Coolidge Middle School, Reading, MA 
Ah-IŀƘΩǎ contributed by Ellen Brandt 
What if you gave students time during the school day to pursue their own interests, with mentoring and support from the librarian and 
technology specialist, and access to a variety of technologies and materials? 
You end up with students who: 

¶ Discover new passions 

¶ Have pride of accomplishment 

¶ Become mentors for peers 

¶ Develop leadership skills 

¶ Practice conflict resolution 

¶ Learn to take risks 
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Chris and the ITS at Coolidge Middle School developed a new elective course for 8th graders: 20% time. The class meets every other 
day throughout the year. Students work on a project of their choice*. They research, learn, experiment, create, share..and blog about 
their progress. Not all students reach the goals they set out to meet, but what is important is the skills, passions and confidence they 
gain along the way. 
 
*Students fill out a proposal at the beginning of the year where they list their goals, resources and milestones. The teachers have 
project ideas and templates for those who are not yet ready to be completely independent. 
 
 
  

EASY DOES IT! TECH TIPS FOR ORGANIZING YOUR WEB SITE BY D9wwL hΩw9L[[¸ 

APRIL 12, 2015 
άhǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ is what you do before you do something, so that when you do it, it is not all mixed ǳǇΦέ ~ A.A. Milne 
Organizing information is one of the things librarians do best. And where is it more needed than when designing a webpage? When I 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜΣ Ƴȅ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪΦ ±ƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ graphics 
danced in my head. I soon found that while those design elements are important, first I needed to think about making the website 
easy to navigate, informative and useful. The following organizational tools are easy and free and will give your website the structure it 
needs to be a successful educational resource. 
 
Symbaloo 

As my webpage is the launching pad for most of the projects that my students 
are working on in the library, it is critical that students are able to easily locate 
the necessary resources. Instead of an endless series of links, the graphical 
interface of Symbaloo organizes information and makes it easy for students to 
click and be taken to the source they need. With Symbaloo students do not 
need to type in web addresses. You can create color-coded blocks and add 
graphics to organize the information for easy access.  As my students would say 
ς άƛǘ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǇŜŀǎȅΣ ƭŜƳƻƴ ǎǉǳŜŜȊȅΦέ There is a free version of Symbaloo. You can 
sign up for your account athttp://www. symbalooedu.com/ 
 
Thinglink 

Another way to visually organize information in an interesting way is by using 
Thinglink. You simply select a central topic then choose an image that represents 
this subject. For eȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ L ǳǎŜŘ ŀ ōƻƻƪǎƘŜƭŦ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ¢ƘƛƴƎƭƛƴƪ ƻƴ άIƻǿ ǘƻ CƛƴŘ ŀ 
Wǳǎǘ wƛƎƘǘ .ƻƻƪΦέ bŜȄǘ ȅƻǳ ŀŘŘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ς the links can be to webpages, videos, 
ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀƎŜ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎΦ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ 
the Thinglink, you can embed it on your webpage. Users then click on the links to 
go to the different resources on the topic. There is a free version of Thinglink. 
You can sign up for your account athttps://www.thinglink.com/edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Organizing to Keep Students Safe Online 
Filters can never be 100% effective so I am always concerned about how to keep 
students safe when they are online. I use the following two tools to increase 
control over student access. 
 
Safe Search Kids 
Safe Search Kids is a custom search engine created by Google. It uses their 
SafeSearch features but takes it a step further by including additional strict 
filtering to search more safely. The link to use is   
http://www.safesearchkids.com/ You can also add a link to safely search images 
at http://www.safeimages.safesearchkids.com/ 
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SafeShare TV 
Although video is a powerful tool to use with students, too often the YouTube 
videos I want to use start and finish with an ad or links that are seldom what I 
want students to focus on. SafeShare TV is amazingly easy to use. It strips out 
these ads and links and leaves only the content you wish to share. Simply go 
to SafeShare.TV. Paste the link to the YouTube video you want to use and 
magically you receive a SafeSearch link. 
 
The link to this tool is at http://safeshare.tv/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Posting Projects 
²Ŝ ǘŜƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ άǎƘƻǿΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭΦέ IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ 

student work not just describe it.  Not only is it motivating for students to see 
their projects online, it is a wonderful opportunity to showcase their great work 
to their parents, the community and the world!  
Flowplayer 
Create videos of student work and share them using Flowplayer. This video 
player allows you to embed student videos on your website. The free version is 
available athttps://flowplayer.org/pricing/ ς ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ά{ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ Cw99 
ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦέ 

   
 
 
 

Youblisher 
Another way to show off original student work is by creating a flipbook. It is super simple 
ǘƻ Řƻ ōǳǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜΦ CƛǊǎǘΣ ǎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŘŦ ŦƛƭŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǳǇƭƻŀŘ 
the file to Youblisher. In a very short time, you will receive a link to the book that you can 
post or incorporate into your Symbaloo page. Go 
to http://www.youblisher.com/register for a free account. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hit Counter 
bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ loaded projects, added links and created videos, how do you know if 
anyone is using your site? One way to tell is to embed a hit counter. There are many 
different hit counters you can use. I incorporated the free hit counter 
from http://www.hit -counts.com/ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǇŀƎŜΦ {ƻ ŦŀǊΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ мрлΣллл ǾƛŜǿǎ 

of the page. A lot of hits for a small town! Using this counter is easy, simply sign up (your email address and URL are required), choose 
a style and click generate code. You will quickly and easily receive a counter code to use on your site. 
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 Just the beginning 
ά¢ƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ƛǎ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦέ ς Bill Gates 
Today having a web page is essential. Our site is often the first stop students make when they want to view content. We need to 
ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǎŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƭƻǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ǎƛǘŜǎΦ {ȅƳōŀƭƻƻΣ ¢ƘƛƴƎ[ƛƴƪΣ {ŀŦŜ{ƘŀǊŜ ¢±Σ CƭƻǿǇƭŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
Youblisher are powerful ways to structure web site content. Are there any changes you can make so that users can easily find the 
information they need? 

Gerri hΩwŜƛƭƭȅ is the Library Media Specialist at the Dennett Elementary School in Plympton 
  

 
ARRANGING A SCHOOL LIBRARY HOME PAGE BY MICHAEL CALIGIUIRI 
APRIL 12, 2015 
 
!ǎ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴΣ LΩƳ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘΦ hǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ LΩǾŜ 
ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ LΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǊŜƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ L ǘŀŎƪƭed the job 
of creating a digital space for my librŀǊȅΣ L ǊŜƭƛŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀǊǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ ²ƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘΣ 
LΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŎƭǳǘǘŜǊŜŘΦ CƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΣ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƭƛƪŜΣ L place 
importance on an open, uncluttered, and inviting space. 
 
A few years ago, our school moved to an all-Google platform for uniformity among our three-town district. This meant that all teachers 
were required to use Google Sites as their host. For me, this meant changing my K-8 TeacherWeb site to Goggle. I looked forward to 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǿŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ƴŜǿ ǎǘŀrt. I knew 
I needed a catalog link, links to databases and student search engines, as well as curriculum resources. The challenge was how and 
where to arrange these things. And Google Sites, especially in the basic form we adopted, is not very easy to work with. I sought out 
the help of experts for technical stuff, but for the look of my homepagŜΣ L ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǘǊƛŎƪǎ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƛŎ ōƻƻƪǎΦ 
 
DESIGN 
Comic book page layout, as well as magazine advertisements, have much in common with website homepage layout. Our eyes first 
scan rather than read these media. In Comics and Sequential Art, Will Eisner (the guy for whom the graphic novel award is named) 
explains that in western culture our eyes are trained to move across a page in a left to right direction. We start with a sweep across the 
top, then diagonally through the center, and ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƛƴ ŀ ά½έ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴΦ hǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
comfortable scanning this path across a page. When I designed my website, I chose a Google template that fit this model. I put the 
ōƻƭŘ άǿŜƭŎƻƳŜέ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ Ƴȅ page. The middle has a centered short paragraph explaining basic navigation with white 
space on the left and right. Across the bottom, there are just three bold graphics connecting patrons to the sites most used by 
elementary kids. When it was time for me ǘƻ ŀŘŘ Ƴȅ ²Ŝō {Ŝŀƭ ƻŦ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜΣ L ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ǿƛŘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά½έ ŀƴŘ 
providing more white space on the sides. 
 

Your eye first follows the path that welcomes you to the site. Once 
you move across the center, you find yourself at the most popular 
ƭƛƴƪΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 
the bottom where you find the most used links by early elementary 
ƪƛŘǎΦ LŦ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΣ ȅƻǳ 
can start again. This time you might read the message in the middle 
directing you to the tabs at the top or the links at the very bottom. 
Those links that require some hunting are designed for older kids 
and adults. Again, just as the library is designed for easy movement 
and access through the stacks of books, our eyes need the same 

comfort as they travel across the homepage. 
 
OMNE TRIUM PERFECTUM 
!ǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǳƴŎƭǳǘǘŜǊŜŘΦ L ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎ ǎǇŀǊƛƴƎƭȅΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜΦ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛn a Pre-K 
through 8 school posed the added challenge of where to place content for very different age groups. I chose colorful graphics for those 
links most frequently accessed by our younger patrons. For older kids, parents, and teachers, I put their links on the smaller tabs at the 
top. These links are more text-heavy but each annotation within is still kept short. The Policies and Procedures tab does contain long 
paragraphs, but each annotated link for teachers, parents, and middle school kids is kept under three sentences long. 
I grouped the vertical areas on the homepage in threes as well. The banner with tabbed links on the top, a short paragraph explaining 
how to use the site in the middle, and the three bold graphics anchoring the bottom. Depending on screen size, most of the homepage 
fits on one screen cutting down on the amount of scrolling and searching to find links. 
¢ƘŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƭƛƴƪǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦ Both need 
to be easy to navigate. Both need uncluttered access to the most popular resources first, and both need a design that brings people 
back. 
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AUTHOR INTERVIEW: LISA PAPADEMETRIOU ς ELLEN BRANDT 
APRIL 12, 2015 

Author Lisa Papademetriou (Photo courtesy of Random House) 
 
άL ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ƪƴŜǿ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘren, but people said it was impossible, 
ǘƘŀǘ LΩŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǎƻ L ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ΨŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭΩ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘέΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ !ƭƭƻȅΣ 
editing mass market paperbacks for younger audience (e.g. Sweet Valley High), Lisa Papademetriou 
noticed that SOME people DO make a living writing for children and she dropped out of business 
school to pursue her real passion and become a New York Timesbestselling author. 
Her original intention was to be a fantasy writer, but people asked her to άǿǊƛǘŜ those funny stories 
you tell about when you were in high ǎŎƘƻƻƭέΣ so she ended up writing contemporary, middle grade 
realistic fiction.  Her most recent series, Confectionately Yours, has a substantial fan base at my 
middle school as does Middle School: My Brother is a Big Fat Liar, which she co-wrote with James 
Patterson. 
 
Her new book A Tale of Highly Unusual Magic will be released in October 2015. Two middle school 
aged girls, one in Texas and one in Pakistan, each find a blank book.  They do not know each other, 
but what they write in their book gets seen by the other girl on the other side of the ǿƻǊƭŘΧ!b5 
the book itself has a story to tell too! The idea was inspired by her MFA Thesis on the ΨŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ of 

ŘŜǎǘƛƴȅΩ which she says is the story we tell ourselves that makes our lives have meaning. 
 
In addition to writing books, poems and short stories,  Lisa has a hilarious website for teaching 
grammar: Ivana Correctyahttp://www.ivanacorrectya.com/ and an app, Grammarous. 
 

Ellen Brandt is the school librarian at Blanchard Middle School in Westford 
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NEWEY NEIGHBORHOODS, OR HOW I REINVENTED THE DEWEY DECIMAL 
CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM TO MEET THE NEEDS OF MY ELEMENTARY LIBRARY 
BY NANCY KELLNER 
APRIL 12, 2015 
 
NOTE: This article is reprinted with permission from the authorΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ The άLƴέ Librarian blog. 
ά5ŜǿŜȅ ǿŀǎ so муллΩǎΦέ 
bƻΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀǊŘ ŀǘ ŀ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎΩ ŦƻǊǳƳ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bookstore model in libraries. These 
are the words of a 4th grader upon completion of our Dewey Decimal study unit. 
 
In November of 2012, I began my annual exploration of the breadth and depth of topics housed in the (primarily) nonfiction section of 
ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǿŜȅ 5ŜŎƛƳŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ άaŜƭǾƛƭέ himself guest lectured to introduce his classification system to 
the students. 

Melvil Dewey, Guest Lecturer 
9ŀǊƭȅ ƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǊǳƳōƭƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 5ŜǿŜȅΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΦ άIŜȅΣ 
we should make up our own system, ǘƘŜ bŜǿŜȅ 5ŜŎƛƳŀƭ {ȅǎǘŜƳΣέ ǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ƻƴŜ ǎǘudent. 
 
bƻǿ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ άhƘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ŎǳǘŜ ƛŘŜŀΣέ L 
could have thought, diminishing the creativity and critical thinking of said student and 
sticking with the almighty planbook. Or, I could have been blown away by the thought of a 
NEW Dewey, one created by the kids themselves. The fastidious Dewey-obsessed librarian 
would have opted for the former. (I used to be that librarian). But the Librarian 2.0 said to 
ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ƳŜǎǎȅ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ǘǊȅΦ 
And so, the day arrived after we had journeyed through all ten categories to take that 
giant leap forward. I started with a class assessment. To create something new, we needed 
to understand the old first. So, I challenged the students to recall the ten Dewey classes, 
which we recorded on the left hand side of the whiteboard. Surprisingly this was much 
easier for them than I had thought it would be. Future librarians all? Then we started 
brainstorming how we could make the classification system more child-friendly. 
 
The ideas began to flow. Every single child contributed. Ideas coincided, collided and 
overlapped: 

¶ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ !ƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ tŜǘǎΣ ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǿƛƭŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŜǎΦέ 

¶ άDŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƻƪōƻƻƪǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ 

¶ ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƎƘƻǎǘ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ όмллΩǎύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƛŜƴ ŀƴŘ 
ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ όлллΩǎύΚ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ 

¶ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ΨIƻǿ-¢ƻΩ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪs, origami 
ōƻƻƪǎΣ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǇƭŀȅΧέ άaŀȅōŜ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƻǊŜŘƻƳ .ǳǎǘŜǊǎΩ 
ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦέ 

¶ ά²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŜƴ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 
 
Newey brainstorm 
And then this one, which really surprised meςa suggestion to put the biographies, history 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ōȅ ǘƻǇƛŎΦ ά¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅέ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ όƻōǾƛƻǳǎύ 
explanation. Interestingly enough, this idea is not new and has been adapted (loosely) in at 
least one school library. 
 
The Newey concept remained theoreticalςa great culminating lesson, a summative 
assessment designed by the students themselves. But, the following year I thought. Why 

not get messy? Why not empower these children to ring out the old and ring in the Newey? And so, the Newey Neighborhood 
was born. Twenty-odd sections, a new alpha-numeric classification system, a boon to shelvers and searchers alike. It took 
braun-power and brain-power and months of chaos, but it was worth it. 

 Nancy Kellner is the librarian at the Peaslee School in Northborough 
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LANGUAGE LACED IN BIAS: CLASSIFYING KNOWLEDGE (MORE) EQUALLY WITH A 
DEWEY-HYBRID MODEL BY HALEY ZANCONATO 
APRIL 12, 2015 

 
I firmly believe that any worthwhile project should begin with a decent dose of 
naïve optimism. 
 
It all started on a quiet April afternoon in the Dartmouth High School Library. I 
had just finished reading an article about a school library that had converted 
their nonfiction collection to a Dewey-Free model. What an awesome idea! I 
thought. And besides, how difficult could it possibly be? (Very difficult, I would 
later learn. At one point that summer when someone asked how the project 
was progressing, I actually saidτalmost cryingτάL ƴŜǾŜǊ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
ōƻƻƪ ŀƎŀƛƴΗέ Χ.ǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŎŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΦύ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ 
creating a Dewey-Hybrid model took us eight months and 13,000 books from 
initial idea to full implementation, it has been a groundbreaking change that 
has positively impacted student engagement, learning, browsing, and 
research. 

 
Powerful Words 
άDƻƛƴƎ 5ŜǿŜȅ-CǊŜŜέ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀ Ƙƻǘ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ {ƻƳŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ά²Ƙȅ ŦƛȄ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ōǊƻƪŜƴΚέ ōǳǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ 
argue that the Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) has been broken since its creationτǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ bƻ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ 
ƻŦ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǎƛƎƴŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛȄ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 55/ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ƻƴŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǿƘƛǘŜΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΣ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴΣ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ-century worldview. The DDC 
ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛȊŜǎ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ άƻǘƘŜǊέΥ 290 Other and comparative religions, 490 Other languages, 
and 990 General history of other areas. This distinguishes those that have been named (460 Spanish and Portuguese Languages) as 
ƴƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜΦ Iƻǿ Řƻ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦŜŜƭ ǿƘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ άƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎέ ƻǊ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ άƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎέΚ 
!ƴŘ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ άƴŀƳŜŘέ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ άƻǘƘŜǊέ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΚ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ of power. When 
ǿŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦȅ ōƻƻƪǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƘƛŜǊŀǊŎƘȅΣ ǿŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƭƛǾed 
experiences over others. People cannot be equal until all forms of knowledge are equal. 
 
Dismal Decimals 
The DDC was created with an ever-expanding decimal structure, an innovative feature for its time. This structure enables newly 
created categories to be incorporated into the existing framework. Over the years, though, categories have become fragmented to the 
point where computers are separate from technology, and sewing and crocheting are split across classes. In a genre-based system, 
spontaneous browsing has become a challenge. 
This is the point where I find myself questioning the true purpose of libraries. When Dewey created the DDC, libraries contained closed 
stacks, only accessible by librarians (Gibson 48). As a profession, we have worked so hard over the years to encourage our students to 
take responsibility for their learning and to teach them the tools and components of research. Until we change the classification 
system, librarians will always serve as the intermediary. The key question is: should students have to be taught how to use a library? If 
ŀ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ōƻƻƪΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
be spent on more creative, innovative, and collaborative work. 
 
Unconvinced Librarians 
Over the past two years, I have been contacted by many librarians about the concept of a Dewey-Hybrid model, from schools as near 
as my own district, to schools as far as the United Kingdom. While many librarians are convinced of the value of converting their 
systems, they struggle with the time and planning required to complete the project. There are other librarians, though, who are not 
convinced of the value of a Dewey-Free or Dewey-IȅōǊƛŘ ƳƻŘŜƭΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǎŀȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ά²Ƙȅ ƻǾŜǊƘŀǳƭ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΚέ όIƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘΦύ Librarians also mention a concern with switching to a 
model that has not been officially established and accepted as a universal system. As a result, the ability to copy-catalogue becomes 
limited, and cataloging new items takes additional time. However, librarians may find themselves with additional time if they are no 
longer retrieving books for students. (Disclaimer: By no means am I advocating for a library experience where librarians no longer help 
students find materials. There is a stark difference, however, between those students who simply need to locate the biographies on 
Nelson Mandela or the books about Shakespeare, vs. those students who need help formulating a research question or finding books 
to spark some topic selection ideas.) 
Systems, Frameworks, Models, Oh My! 
Another objection that some librarians raise when considering a system conversion is the importance of students knowing how to use 
ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻǊǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ 55/ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎǊƻǿ ǳǇ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿing how to use other libraries. My 
answer starts like this: If students go to college, they will likely encounter Library of Congress. When they go to a bookstore, they 
browse by genre and author. On Amazon.com and other online booksellers, they search by keyword. All of these are just systems, but 
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ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ different systems. We should keep in mind that Dewey-Free and Dewey-Hybrid models are also systems, not the absence of a 
system. 
 
Furthermore, most public libraries still use the DDC, but how many adults ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊƛƭȅ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ 
research, or discovering new things? Fostering a love of learning in children is a crucial step in creating adults who choose to visit the 
public library. And children who find (school) libraries frustrating, confusing, and intimidating will be at risk for not developing that 
passion for reading. If library patrons (of all ages) sense that libraries were designed for librarians, they will feel more like intruders in 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŜǎǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ 
Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǿ ōŜŜƴ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ !ǇǊƛƭ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎǘƻƻŘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƴŦƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻǿƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΧŀnd then 
envisioned the possibility of a different classification structure. It has been a process and a journey full of research, ideas, mistakes, 
and successes. While I do not claim that the Dartmouth High School library has created the perfect model, I am proud to say that it 
now features a system in which knowledge is more equal and students are more autonomous in their learning. 
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AUTHOR INTERVIEW: SARAH ALBEE  BY SAMANTHA KANE 
APRIL 12, 2015 
 
5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǎŜŀ ǎƴŀƛƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ άǎŜŎǊetes a snot-ƭƛƪŜ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳƴƭƛƎƘǘέ ǿŀǎ 
ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘȅŜ ǘƘŜ tƘƻŜƴƛŎƛŀƴǎΩ ŦŀōǊƛŎΚ ¢Ƙŀǘ ŎƻǊǎŜǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ муллΩǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜȄŜǊǘ уу ǇƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴǎΚ 
 
Have you heard of a crossing sweeper? Not a crossing guard, a crossing sweeper. A crossing sweeper who swept muck and the thirty 
pounds of daily horse manure out of the way when a fine lady or gentleman crossed the street in the early nineteenth century. 
 
Have you heard of Venus Cloacina? Not the goddess of love but the Roman goddess of sewers. 
 
Can you explain how the mosquito contributed to the Louisiana Purchase? Or why the first early European settlers of Florida slept 
buried in sand? 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ {ŀǊŀƘ !ƭōŜŜΩǎ ōǊƻǿǎŀōƭŜ ƴƻƴ-fiction you could probably answer yes. 
 
But to read ²ƘȅΩŘ ¢ƘŜȅ ²ŜŀǊ ¢ƘŀǘΚΣ Bugged, and Poop Happened is more than snacking on fascinating friend-stumping trivia. It is to 
feast on fabulously original takes on history. 
 
²ƘȅΩŘ ¢ƘŜȅ ²ŜŀǊ ¢ƘŀǘΚΥ CŀǎƘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ aƛǊǊƻǊ ƻŦ Iƛstory gives the readers a glimpse into the moral, social and political climates of the 
time.   
 
Poop Happened: A History of the World from the Bottom Up examines the public health consequences of sanitation choices as societies 
navigate waste disposal.  
 
Bugged: How Insects Changed History combines history, microbiology, epidemiology and conservation to explain the impact of living 
with ten quintillion insects. 
 
{ŀǊŀƘ !ƭōŜŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ōƻƻƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘΦ !ƭōŜŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǎƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪs like a twelve year old. All her 
books are structured chronologically because it is important to her to help kids make connections. 
 
So the next time you don your fleece made from recycled plastic bottles, or you drink your milk that has been produced by a cow not 
stressed by too many flies, or you use toilet paper invented by the Chinese for emperor use only, you can remember Sarah AlbeŜΩǎ 
sideways takes on the world. 

Samantha Kane is the Library Teacher at The Chestnut Hill School 
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JANE YOLEN AND HEIDI STEMPLE SAVE THE DAY: A BEDTIME STORY BY STACY KITSIS 
APRIL 12, 2015 
 
Once upon a time, the school librarians of Massachusetts gathered in a great hall, all waiting to meet the legendary Book Whisperer. 
Unfortunately, it came to pass that the Book Whisperer was trapped in the far-ƻŦŦ ƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ όά!ǘ 
ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ōƻƻƪǎǘƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ [ŜƎŀƭ {ŜŀŦƻƻŘΣέ ŎŀƳŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊύΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǎŜ a{[! 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ǎǇǊŀƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ action 
and worked their magic to conjure mother-and-daughter giants ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΣ WŀƴŜ ¸ƻƭŜƴ ŀƴŘ IŜƛŘƛ {ǘŜƳǇƭŜΦ ό¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ 
ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜΣ IŜƛŘƛ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛŎƪ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ŀǇpearance at 
the at the lower grades author showcase while on the panel for the upper grades.) Despite having been with the librarians since early 
ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΣ ƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊȅΩǎ ƘŜǊƻƛƴŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŘŀǳƴǘŜŘΣ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƻ ǎŀve the 
day with an inspired and entirely extemporaneous keynote address. 
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ 5ƻƴŀƭȅƴ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ a{[! нлмр /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ 
Ŏƻƴǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƛȊŜ ŀ ǊƻƻƳŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿƛǎƘ ŦƻǊΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ, snuggle up now and enjoy a few 
of the stories Jane and Heidi shared with us. 
 
The Family Business 
And so. Once upon a time, there was a mother and daughter, and they wrote many beautiful books for children and young adults and 
grownups to enjoy together. But this story really begins even earlier, as Jane and Heidi explained how each came to join what is truly a 
family business. 
 
WŀƴŜΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǎǘƻǊȅǘŜƭƭŜǊΣ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎŀƭƛƴƎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ¸ƛŘdish with the 
most amazing stories, cribbed from Shakespeare and the Bible (of course, the Bard was himself a consummate thief, and as we were 
reminded, the best storytellers are terrific liars). Her father was a journalist, publishing executive, and the self-proclaimed kite-flying 
champion of the Western Hemisphere, whose adventures included being a police reporter and spinning misinformation for the secret 
radio in London during World War II. Her mother was the author of published crossword puzzles and unpubƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ WŀƴŜΩǎ 
older son writes books of music; the younger is a photographer. 
 
Parent-ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ IŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ²ƛƭƭ ¸ƻƭŜƴΣ άƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻƻƪǎ Χ 
ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜΦέ {ƻ ƛǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ WŀƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǿŀǎ ¢ƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎ {ǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ 
Kite Flying, ghost-written for her dad for $250 and no royalties. 
 
{ǘƛƭƭΣ ƘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘōƻǊƴ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άƘŀǳƭŜŘ ƪƛŎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦέ 
 
The Kid in Owl Moon 
άL ŀƳ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƳƻƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ L ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎΣέ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ IŜƛŘƛΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎ as the 
daugher in Owl Moon and other characters, Heidi took a more circuitous route to becoming an author. Though an avid reader and 
writer (with great models at home, of course!), she was too shy as a child to get up and speak in front of an audience. Her early career 
as a professional writer began in college when (in a story she promised she does not tell in school visits), she set up a cottage industry 
ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ άL ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƎǊŀŘŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ŘǳŜ ƳƻŘŜǎǘȅ. Still, 
Heidi was a parole officer, a private investigator, and a bartender, apparently exhausting all options before joining her mother to write 
a story for the collection Great Writers & Kids Write Spooky Stories. Since then they have collaborated on on more than 20 books 
together, with more on the way. 
 
For those who ŀǊŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎΣ άǘƘŜ ƪƛŘ ƛƴ Owl MoonΣέ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎƻŜǎ ƻǿƭƛƴƎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǳǎŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƭŀǘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ 
5ŀǾƛŘ {ǘŜƳǇƭŜΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎǎΦ hƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ сс ƻǿƭǎΦ 
 
What a Writer Needs 
Our next story is a kind of list: the things a writer needs. 
 
WŀƴŜ ōŜƎŀƴΥ άCƛǊǎǘΣ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀΦ Lǘ ƘŜƭǇǎΦέ .ǳǘΣ ǎƘŜ ŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŜŘΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊǘΦ Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜsted in, 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ άǎƻ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ώƻǊϐ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘŀǊŜŘ Ŏrack it open 
ōŜŦƻǊŜΦέ 
 
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜΦ LŘŜŀǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ άǊƻŀǎǘΣ ōǳōōƭŜΣ Ŏƻƻƪ Χ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǇŀƭŀǘŀōƭŜΦέ 
 
¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭ-ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ .L/Φ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ άōƻǘǘƻƳ ƛƴ ŎƘŀƛǊΣέ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ 
 
bŜȄǘΣ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦΚέ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ άŀƭƭ ǎǘƻǊȅǘŜƭƭŜǊǎ ŀǎƪΣέ WŀƴŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ŀ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ Ǝƻ 
ƻǳǘ ƻǿƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ Ƴƻƻƴƭƛǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ŀ ƎƛǊƭ ƎƻŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Χ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΚέ 
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! ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦ όάǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭέύ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ǎǘƻǊȅ όάƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛǘΚέύΦ !ƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƭƛǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ Ƴŀȅ ŜǾŜƴ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎǘƻǊy than the one 
the writer thought she put down. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘΚ ¢ŀƭŜƴǘΦ ¢ŀƭŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŎƘŜŀǇΣ WŀƴŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƳŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ 
IŜƛŘƛ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΥ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǇŜǊǎŜǾŜǊŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΣ άL ǎŀƛŘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜΗέ /ƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ Ƙƻǿever, it 
was worth repeating, as the next and last story they told was 12 years in the making. 
 
Good Night, Nestlings! 
Then it was time to read the librarians their final bedtime story, the just-released You Nest Here With Me, an ornithological lullaby 
about pigeons, catbirds, wrens, and grackles. This book, Jane and Heidi explained, went through editors, publishers, and rewrites to 
the point of being unrecognizable to its authors and back again, then waited three more years for the perfect illustrator in Melissa 
Sweet. 
 
Jane and Heidi read, as the sleepy, grateful librarians listened on: 
Swallows nest above barn doors, 
Plovers nest on sandy shores, 
Eagles nest upon high tors, 
But you nest here with me 
 
Lƴ ŀ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ŀǇǘ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōŜŘǘƛƳŜ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ōǳǘ όǎƛƴce, as we know, the reader will find her own meaning) 
maybe even the role of literature and libraries in the lives of young people: 
Like baby bird, your nest can be 
!ƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƳŜ 
 
!ƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛƴƎΣ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΣ άDƻƻŘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ƴŜǎǘƭƛƴƎǎΗέ 

 
Stacy Kitsis is the librarian at Arlington High School 

 

AUTHOR INTERVIEW: M.T. ANDERSON BY ALANA STERN 
APRIL 12, 2015 

Author M.T. Anderson shows off the MSLA chocolates given to him at the 
2015 MSLA conference at UMASS Amherst. άL ǿƛǎƘ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴΣέ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ 
aΦ¢Φ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ŀŘƳƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ƻŦ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎΣ ά{ƻ ǇǊŜǎŎƛŜƴǘΣ L ƳŜŀƴΦέ 
Anderson grinned as he responded to a member of the audience who 
complimented his 2002 novel, Feed, a science fiction title for young adults 
that imagines a not-so-distant future in which most people have Internet-like 
feeds implanted directly ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǊŀƛƴǎΦ aΦ¢Φ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ όά!ƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ 
Ψ¢ƻōƛƴΗΩέ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘƻǊ {ŀƴŘȅ YŜƭƭȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ-attendees) a last-minute 
addition to the conference, enthusiastically sat in as a panel member on the 
Upper Grades Author Showcase Sunday afternoon. Afterward, he spoke with 
librarians at the Author Meet & Greet. 
 
FeedΣ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƴƻǾŜƭǎΣ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘǳƳŀƴǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
society. The text satirically addresses consumerism, reliance on technology, 
ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƭƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŀƎŜΦ άL ƭƻǾŜŘ The Martian 
Chronicles ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇΣέ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΣ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŀȅ 
.ǊŀŘōǳǊȅ ǿƻǊƪΦ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ώ.ǊŀŘōǳǊȅΩǎϐ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΦ ¸Ŝs, 
ƛǘΩǎ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦέ ²ƘŜƴ L ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ 

that I usually pitch Feed ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǎ άYǳǊǘ ±ƻƴƴŜƎǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƛtƘƻƴŜ-ŀŘŘƛŎǘŜŘ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎƳƛǊƪŜŘΦ ά!ōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅΗ .ǊŀŘōǳǊȅΦ ±ƻƴƴŜƎǳǘΣ 
ǘƻƻΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŀǘƛǊŜΦέ 
 
Anderson grew up in Stow, Massachusetts, and admits that being raised in bucolic New England greatly influences his writing style. 
ά¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ Octavian NothingΣέ ƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛŦ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǳǇ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 
His National Book Award-winning The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing: Traitor to the Nation tells the story of Octavian, the son of 
a slave, growing up as an experiment of rational philosophers in Revolutionary War-ǇŜǊƛƻŘ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎΦ άL ǎŀǿ ōŀttle reenactments 
at the 225th anniversary of the Battle of Old North Bridge, and thought, if I were alive when this happened, it would be my dad 
ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΦ aȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊƛƻǳǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜΚ ¢ƻ ƎǊƻǿ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅΚέ 
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From science fiction, to historical fiction, Anderson is known for jumping genres. Feed is dystopian sci-fi; The Astonishing Life of 
Octavian Nothing: Traitor to the Nation duo is historical fiction; and his first novel, Thirsty, is a coming-of-age vampiric horror story. For 
his next title, Anderson is jumping againτto non-ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƻƻƪ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ LΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣέ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ 
explained. 
 
This new book, Symphony for the City of the Dead: Dmitri Shostakovich and the Siege of Leningrad, tells the story of what life was like 
in Leningrad once it was cut-off from the rest of the world during one of the longest and most brutal military sieges in Western history. 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǊƻǾƛƴƎ ōŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŎŀƴƴƛōŀƭǎΦ bƻΣ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƘƻǊǊƛŦƛŎΣέ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜǊ 5ƳƛǘǊƛ 
Shostakovich endured the siege while composing hisLeningrad Symphony, a musical work which became prominent in the eventual 
!ƭƭƛŜŘ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΦ IŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ά{ƘƻǎǘŀƪƻǾƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŀŎǳŀǘŜd. They smuggled his symphony out. It conveyed the horror of 
[ŜƴƛƴƎǊŀŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŀŎƘŜŘ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪŜǊǎΦέ 
 
So why jump to non-ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ƴƻǾŜƭΚ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΣέ 
!ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ άLǘΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŘŜǎǇŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜΦ ²Ƙȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ L ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴŀƭƛȊŜ ƛǘΚέ Symphony for the City of the Dead: Dmitri Shostakovich 
and the Siege of Leningrad will be published by Random House September 22nd, 2015. 
 

Alana Stern is a Teacher Librarian at Wachusett Regional High School 
 

WHY #MEMBERSHIP MATTERS: ONE [L.w!wL!bΩ{ TAKE BY MAYA BERY 
APRIL 12, 2015 
 
Last fall, I attended the AASL conference in Hartford, CT (membership in a national organization is just as important as in a local one). 
One of the many excellent sessions I attended came from our very own Newton Public School librarians on the topic of elementary 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ LΩŘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ŀǊƭƛǎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘŜƴ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ L ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎ ōǊƛƳƳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛŘŜas, 
new perspectives, and a mission: somehow, I would transform my library into a genuine learning commons. 
 
The first step was to begin gathering information on the rare elementary learning commons out there. I downloaded the Newton 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ !!{[Ωǎ Ŝ/h[[!. ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ όŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘύΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǉǳŜǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ a{[! ƭƛǎǘǎŜrv (again, a 
membership benefit) asking for resources. Within 24 hours, I had a wealth of information from librarians around the state: 
bibliographies, links, suggestions and more. Over the summer, I began to formulate my proposal, and in the fall, I presented it to my 
superintendent, who in turn shared it with our parent-led education foundation. They jumped at the chance to get involved, a return 
to their origins (they were founded to save the library during budget cuts), and I was asked to start thinking about this project in 
earnest. 
 
Now I had to start thinking more carefully about what I would include on my wishlist. This seems like an easy, fun activity ς scouring 
websites, blogs, and Pinterest for inspiration ς ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ a little overwhelming. So once again, I turned to the 
listserv to crowdsource suggestions, and just as before, the suggestions came pouring in: a TV to show digital work, a media lab, 
ƳŀƪŜǊǎǇŀŎŜǎΣ ŀ ǎǇƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΦ {ƻƳŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ LΩŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴΣ ōǳǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ Ǝƻ άǿƘŀǘ ŀ 
²hb59wC¦[ ƛŘŜŀΗ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΗέ 9ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŘƛǎǘǊict, I value 
ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ άǘŜŀƳέ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅΦ 
 
Flash forward to March and the MSLA unconference and conference in Amherst. Sunday morning dawned, and the fantastic Laura 
5Ω9ƭƛŀ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƴ /ŀƭƭŀƘŀƴ ƪƛŎƪŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ L ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƳŀƪŜǊǎǇŀŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ƭƻǾŜŘ ƘŜŀǊƛng 
about technology-centric makerspaces (video production/green screens/stop-motion apps) as well as the more practical ones, like 
knitting or sewing. My afternoon session of choice focused on learning commons ς about 20 of us, representing a variety of schools 
and different stages ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ 9ƭƭŜƴ .ǊŀƴŘǘ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŜǎǘŦƻǊŘ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ όǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
listserv), but it was also great to hear from others who have started to make small changes, or who are trying to figure out where to 
begin. The beauty of an unconference is that each of us had a voice instead of one presenter who answered a handful of questions at 
the end of a session. I am looking forward to participating in a more general unconference at some point in the future, but only MSLA 
can provide a library-specific unconference where we can share experiences and topics that are directly relevant to our work. 
 
L ŀƭǎƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ aƻƴŘŀȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ōȅ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ [ƻŘƎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜǊ library. 
! ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ōƻƻƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘe fun and 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ !ǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƘŜǊ ōƭƻƎ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŎŜƴter materials in 
person and to have the opportunity to ask her questions. It was great to get inspired with simple, easy ideas, like the genius thought of 
putting straws and tape in a bin and having kids create original structures. Makerspace, engineering, and fun all in one! I also loved 
Zoinks the Robot, a small creation who asks students a weekly question that they must use a library resource (PebbleGo, BrainPop, 
Britannica, etc.) to answer. 
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When my superintendent offered specialists the chance to visit other schools during parent-teacher conferences this past week, I 
knew exactly what I was going to do. Using the MSLA directory (you guessed it, another membership goodie), I reached out to Jess, 
Jennifer Reed, and Sheila Packard, all of whom work in Newton and have made changes to their spaces that I wanted to see in person. 
They graciously welcomed me into their schools, answered my questions, and let me take as many photographs as I wanted. I saw how 
Jess has used the side of a shelf to mount a Lego board, and how she uses a flat space under her circulation desk for a Boggle board. I 
saw how Jen has implemented great signage and made good use of limited display space, and got to test out collaboration-friendly 
ǘŀōƭŜǎ ƛƴ {ƘŜƛƭŀΩǎ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ 
 
Being a librarian ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜŀǎȅΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
team. MSLA has allowed me to build a professional network of librarians across the state who I can turn to for advice (my 
superintendent, who attended the conference with me, came away highly impressed by just how many people I know from across the 
state). MSLA provides me with relevant professional development that directly benefits my students (I walked away from this 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ .ŜǘǘŜǊ ¢ƻƎŜǘher conference with at least two projects that are now in development). Most of all, it has allowed me to make 
friends with colleagues whose names I recognize from the listserv when I take a class or go to a workshop, colleagues who are funny, 
wise, helpfuƭΣ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ƳŜŜǘΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ LΩǾŜ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴ a{[! ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƛǘǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ the hopes 
that my experience can help others. #membershipmatters 

Maya Bery is the librarian at The Carlisle School in Carlisle 
 

AUTHOR INTERVIEW: BURLEIGH MUTÉN  BY KELLY MCMANUS    
APRIL 12, 2015 
Burleigh Mutén  http://www.burleighmuten.com/ is the author of a middle grade verse novel, Miss 
Emily, which is about Emily Dickinson and the children she loved. The mischievous, playful Miss Emily 
invites her young friends to greet the circus train as it arrives in town, and a fresh image of Dickinson 
as an approachable, fun companion is offered to the reader. 
 
Mutén has authored four other books for children, two about goddesses throughout the world and 
two collections of retold folktales.  {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿƛŎŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
Notable Social Studies Book for Young Children. She teaches creative writing to young authors and 
enjoys being a visiting author at elementary schools and teaching about Emily Dickinson as well as 
mythology. 
 
This year at the MSLA conference in Amherst I had the pleasure of meeting and interviewing author 
Burleigh Mutén. 
 
According to Ms. Mutén, contrary to what many think, Emily Dickinson never retreated from the children in her life. When asked how 
ǎƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ŀōƻǳǘ 9Ƴƛƭȅ 5ƛŎƪƛƴǎƻƴΣ aǎΦ aǳǘŞƴ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀs she investigated 
ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƪƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ aŀŎDǊŜƎƻǊ WŜƴƪƛƴǎΩ ōƻƻƪΣ Emily Dickinson: Friend and Neighbor at the Jones 
Library in Amherst.  Jenkins grew up across the street from the Dickinsons and was a close friend with her niece and nephew. 
 
άaƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ 9Ƴƛƭȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΦ {ƘŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴd 
made them feel important.  When Emily saw children playing outside, she often joined their fantasies by providing sweet treats for the 
άǇƛǊŀǘŜǎέ ŀƴŘ άƎȅǇǎƛŜǎέ ǎƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ȅŀǊŘΦ  aƛǎǎ 9Ƴƛƭȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aǳǘŞƴΣ  άǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƴ 
ƻŦ ǿƻǊŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦέ  As educators, we discussed how empowering it is for a child to have an adult really care and want 
to know who they are. 
 
Ms. Mutén found the more she read about Dickinson, the more she wanted to know.  {ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƘŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇƻŜǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƘƛƎƘ 
school, but felt emboldened to use her poet voice to tell this story. Through the book, Miss Emily, Mutén hopes the playful spirit of 
Emily Dickinson will interest and inspire young readers and writers. 
 
aǳǘŞƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōƻƻǎǘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩs self-esteem. 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭƛƪŜ 9Ƴƛƭȅ 5ƛŎƪƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΣ ƘŜǊ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ŎƘƛldren. 
5LŎƪƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ǊŀƴŘƻƳ ǇǳƴŎǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿant to say without 
worrying about rules. 
 
When asked what is next for her, Mutén told me that she will be retiring from classroom teaching at the end of this year.  While she 
will miss her students and teaching, she is looking forward to staying connected to children and the writing of children by teaching 
ƳƻǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ŀǘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 9Ƴƛƭȅ ŀnd 
sharing her knowledge as a guide at the Emily Dickinson Museum in Amherst. 

Kelly McManus is the Media Specialist at Groton Dunstable Regional High School 
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SCHOOL LIBRARIANS = SELF-DIRECTED LEARNERS: RESOURCES FOR ONLINE LEARNING 
& PD BY AMY SHORT 
APRIL 12, 2015 
In times of change learners inherit the earth; while the learned find themselves beautifully equipped to deal with a world that no longer 
exists. ~ Eric Hoffer 
 
Keeping up with the continuous changes within our profession is a challenging yet vital task. As this quote from Eric Hoffer indicates, 
school librarians must find ways to continue to develop professionally not only to remain relevant, but also to ensure their role as 
educational leaders within their school communities. To do so, school librarians must be the models of what we encourage and hope 
our students develop into: independent, self-directed, lifelong learners. While traditional professional development models can be 
limiting because of scheduling conflicts, topics that are not of interest, distance or cost, any self-directed learner with access to the 
Internet has many options for relevant, worthwhile free or inexpensive professional development as well as the opportunity to 
connect and collaborate with and learn from peers and thought leaders in the field. The opportunity to pursue your own learning on 
your own time is more accessible than ever! 
 
Twitter 
Twitter has revolutionized professional development. At any time, Twitter offers access to the knowledge, advice and resources being 
shared by colleagues around the world. While Twitter is an amazing place to learn about new resources and professional information 
and articles, one of the best uses of Twitter for professional development is Twitter chats. Twitter chats offer the opportunity to 
connect with peers in real time to participate in online, focused discussions with school librarians and other educators. Twitter chats 
are a perfect vehicle for developing an online Professional Learning Network with innovative and inspiring colleagues from across the 
country and beyond. There are educational Twitter chats happening every day. Use this handy Twitter chat calendar created by 
Richard Byrne or this Education Chats on Twitter list to see when different educational chats take place. The Massachusetts School 
[ƛōǊŀǊȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Іa{[! ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ŎƘŀǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ у-9pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Check out the schedule of 
upcoming #MSLA chats as well as the archives of past chats to see what colleagues have been discussing and sharing. New to Twitter? 
Find information about how to get started here. To get the most out of Twitter, consider using a tool such as Tweetdeck  or Hootsuite 
to set up columns for following specific hashtags such as #MSLA #TLChat, #edtech, #tlelem, #edchat and others for a direct connection 
ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ 
 
edWeb 
edWeb is a professional social and learning network that offers educators the opportunity to not only connect with colleagues with 
similar professional interests, but also to participate in free professional development webinars. edWeb is organized by communities 
of interest. Once a member joins a community they will receive notice of upcoming related webinars. One community of interest to 
librarians is LMC @ The Forefront: A Collaborative Community for Library Professionals. Some of the webinars are vendor-sponsored, 
however all of the webinars are led by school library leaders and offer valuable information on school library topics. For example 
recent school library-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ƭƛǾŜ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ 5ȅƴŀƳƛŎ 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜǎΥ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴƛȊƛƴƎ ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
presented by Joyce Valenza, and Makerspaces: The Now Revolution in School Libraries presented by Leslie Preddy. Community 
members not able to participate in the live webinar are able to view these webinars at any time; and a list of archived webinars is also 
available. 
 
eCOLLAB 
Are you a member of AASL? If so you have access to a valuable professional development resource, eCOLLAB. AASL members or 
eCOLLAB subscribers have access to upcoming and archived webinars on a variety of school library topics presented by leaders in the 
school library profession. There are a number of upcoming webinars scheduled through June including Transforming Teaching and 
Learning With Digital Tools by Melissa Jacobs Israel and School Library Collaborations: Making Them Work to Improve Student 
Achievement with Charles Hockersmith. 
 
TL Virtual Cafe, #TLChat and TL News Night 
Connect and collaborate with some of the most innovative thought leaders in the school library profession! TL Virtual Cafe hosts 
άŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ-librarians, educational technology, and collaborative connections to facilitate meaningful and lifelong 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦέ ¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ aŀƪŜǊǎǇŀŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ ϧ 5ƛŀƴŀ aŀƭƛǎȊŜǿǎƪƛΣ ¢ŜƭƭƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǊ {ǘƻǊy with Elissa 
Malespina, and Classroom Cribs with Erin Klein & Al Juliani. Join #TLChat on Twitter on the 2nd Monday of the each month at 8pm. 
Also, check out TL News Night on the 3rd Monday of each month with archives available. 
 
WebJunction 
h/[/Ωǎ WebJunction features free webinars on a variety of library-related topics presented by leaders in the field. Certificates of 
completion are available upon completion of the webinar. 
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Booklist Online and SLJ Webcasts 
Booklist Online and SLJ Webcasts offer a variety of webinars (including archives of past webinars) on new and subject specific book 
titles, literacy topics, digital resources and more, usually sponsored by publishers. Some of the free webinar offerings are often 
sponsored by or underwritten by publishers or other vendors so keep that in mind when viewing the content. 
 
Want to take an education course or learn something new just for fun? There are many opportunities to do so online. Try an online 
course or MOOC through what I think are some of the best quality online learning sites (listed below). Happy Learning! 
 
Annenberg Learner seeks to advance the art of teaching through more than 100 multimedia courses and workshops. Graduate credit is 
available for a fee. 
 
EdX connects learners to interactive online clŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ahh/ǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
Canvas Network offers free, online courses taught by educators. 
 
Coursera is an education platform that offers free online courses from top universities and organizations from around the world. 
 
MIT OpenCourseWare is a web-based publication of virtually all MIT course content. 
 
Open Culture provides access to online courses, MOOCs, content and more. 
 
Open Yale Courses includes lectures and other materials from selected Yale courses. 
 
Udacity provides mostly free technology courses developed in collaboration with industry experts such as Google and Facebook. Fee-
based courses for credit are also available. 
 
WebCast.Berkeley provides online video and audio content from UC Berkeley courses. 
 
!ƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ Google Video, iTunesU, SchoolTube, and YouTube or YouTubeEdu for online courses or quick instructional videos. 
 

Amy Short is the Assistant Director of Library Media for the Cambridge Public Schools 
 
 

AUTHOR INTERVIEW: LAURA HARRINGTON BY LAURA GARDNER 
APRIL 12, 2015 

Author Laura Harrington (right) and Interviewer Laura Gardner 
Meeting Laura Harrington was such a treat! Laura is a playwright who took a 
risk and published her first novel, Alice Bliss, to great acclaim. It was chosen 
as one of the Best Books of the Year by School Library Journal in 2011. Alice is 
the story of a small town girl who is forced to grow up fast when her father 
joins the armed forces and is deployed to Iraq. Laura calls Alice Bliss ŀ άŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ ǎǘƻǊȅέ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳŀƪŜ 
around war time. The fact that such a small percentage of our population 
truly enŘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŀǊǎ Ƙŀǎ άƘŀǳƴǘŜŘ ώƘŜǊϐ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎέ 
Laura did extensive research on teens whose parents are in the military for 
ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜȅ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜΦέ {ƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƘŜƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǊŜ άǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƘƛŘŘŜƴΦέ 
The biggest inspiration for her book was Our Town by Thornton Wilder 
because she was interested in how a community comes together, but she 

ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎ άƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƛŜŦ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ŘŀŘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪΦέ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
write a father/daughter story because she thinks they are too rare. 
LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎƭȅΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǾŜƭ ƛǎ ǘƻƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘŜƴǎŜ ǎƻ άȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ Ǉƻƛƴt of view in the 
ōƻƻƪΦέ [ŀǳǊŀ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άŀǎ ŀ ǇƭŀȅǿǊƛƎƘǘ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƳƻƴƻƭƻƎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜέ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ǘƘƛǎ άƎƛǾŜǎ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǎƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴΣ άŀ 
fifteen yeŀǊ ƻƭŘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΦέ  ²ƘŜƴ L ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΣ !ƭƛŎŜΩǎ ōŜǎǘ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘ όŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘύ IŜƴǊȅΣ [ŀǳǊŀ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ άIŜƴǊȅ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǳǇ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘƭȅέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƭike 
Henry. 
Laura experienced quick success with AliceΦ [ŀǳǊŀ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΣ άǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜΣ ǎƻƭŘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ǿŜƭƭΦέ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
create a musical on the book and has the first major workshop coming up this month in April. 
When I asked Laura what it ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƭŀȅǿǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ άǎŎŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎΣέ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŎƘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǿŀǎ άŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΦέ IŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀōƛǘǎ ŀǎ an 
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