ANNUAL REPORTS: 2005-06 Submitted June, 2006

Standards/Curriculum Committee

Annual Report June 2006
Submitted by Valerie Diggs and Kathy Dubrovsky

The Primary Goal for the 2005 – 2006 year was to develop Recommended PreK-12 Information Literacy Standards, modeled after the Massachusetts Recommended PreK-12 Instructional Technology Standards. This was a major focus, the results of which are a draft version of these Information Literacy Standards. The Curriculum Committee and the Standards Committee combined forces to work towards the completion of this objective. Carol Holley joined the committees as a member-at-large and worked diligently towards the goal of having a document in hand by the end of this board year.  Meetings were held at the Concord Free Library on Sunday afternoons and one meeting was held at Valerie Diggs’ house during April vacation week. 

As the year progresses, Kathy Lowe, our MSLMA President, made the decision to merge the Standards and Curriculum Committees, thus making our ongoing work on this document more seamless and unified. As such, this report represents the work of both committees.

Activities accomplished this year, as they related to the Year 2 Action Plan; Professional Standards Committee, are as follows:

Objective One: Work With Commissioner Driscoll in bringing awareness to all superintendents of our 2003 Massachusetts School Library Media Program Standards

· A letter was sent in September to Commissioner Driscoll asking him to link our Standards to his “Commissioners Update” sent to all Massachusetts’s School Superintendents. 
Objective Two and Three: Request a meeting with Commissioner Driscoll and the Board of Education

· Two phone calls and numerous email messages were sent by Valerie Diggs to the Commissioners staff to request an appointment with Commissioner Driscoll. Thus far, no appointment has been set.
Objective Four: The Professional Standards Committee will work with the Curriculum Committee to develop Recommended MA K-12 Information Literacy Standards which will complement the 2003 MSLMA Program Standards for School Library Media Programs.

1. The Standards Committee and Curriculum Committee began meeting in the fall to begin the work of the creation of this document.

2. Each state across the nation was examined for the existence of Information Literacy Standards and the adoption of those standards by the department of education in that state, as well as the existence of the standards on that state department’s website. These were then investigated for use as examples by the committee.

3. The committee then met to decide on our “standards”, modeling them after a few local standards and some standards that reside in distant locations, always remembering to give credit to our sources as well as be original when that was called for.

4. Kathy Dubrovsky then created a template for our Information Literacy Standards based on the Technology Standards previously approved by the Massachusetts Department of Education. Each committee member then took three of our standards and created indicators for those standards, based on a Pre-K – 4, 5 – 8, and 9 – 12 model. These standards and their accompanying indicators where then incorporated into the template with much success. Valerie Diggs wrote much of the introductory matter, and the document took shape!

5. The document was shared with the MSLMA Executive Board at the April meeting. All approved of the format, and encouraged the Standards/Curriculum Committee to push for time with Commissioner Driscoll and/or Susan Wheltle, Humanities Chair for the Department of Education. 

6. At the MSLMA Executive Board meeting in May, the board discussed whether   to add an Appendix addressing the issue of Flexible vs. Fixed Scheduling as it relates to the teaching of Information Literacy Skills in a School Library Media Center. It is still under discussion.

Objective Five: Develop Information Literacy Outcomes in collaboration with Susan Wheltle, Humanities Chair of the DOE. 

· Not accomplished this year. Will be accomplished as part of our Recommended Information Literacy Standards
Objective Six: Develop a brief document on MSLMA Standards for NEASC Visiting Committees

· Not accomplished this year.



Public Relations/Advocacy

Annual Report June 2006
Submitted by Sandy Kelly and Kahla Jourdan

The primary goal for the 2005-2006 year was to promote the various MSLMA activities occurring throughout the year to a wider audience than our own membership.  

Objective 1:  Restructure PR into subcommittees, as identified by Co Chairs to promote the work and achievements of our organization.

As was stated in last year’s annual report, it is still our goal that sub-committees will be formed to specifically support Legislative Day activities, the annual Bookmark contest, and C.A.R. advocacy. This year Kahla Jourdan took charge of the Legislative Day advocacy, Gerri Fegan ran the School Library Month Bookmark Contest and Sandy Kelly organized member and organization promotion and conference planning. As Sandy Kelly moves into her new position as president-elect, we are pleased that Mary Kelleher will join Kahla Jourdan as the PR/Advocacy co-chair.

Objective 2: Promote the activities and achievements of our organization and members. .  

· Developed the Position Statement on School Libraries in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, approved by the board in October, 2005 to distribute widely through PR packets for school policy and decision makers. The statement is posted on the website at http://www.mslma.org/whoweare/position.html.

· Letters announcing appointments of eboard members and their contributions were sent to each of their district superintendents and building principals.

· Communication was sent by Legislative Day reps. to each school administrator of participants in the Legislative Day exhibit.

· Contributed an article, Improving School Libraries in Massachusetts to be printed in MTA Today and the MFT newspaper in June.

· Received reprinting permissions from the author and newspaper in Lexington which published “A Day in the Life of the School Librarian.”  Permission includes republishing in Media Forum and unlimited use for our organization’s promotional purposes.

· Visited the Winchester Public Schools Administrative team at the invitation of a parent group. Made a presentation on the importance of a school library program in the elementary schools and provided each administrator; principals, Director of Curriculum, Asst Superintendent and Superintendent with an advocacy folder of information.

· Attended the CITI (Commonwealth Information Technology Initiative) Showcase Conference in Shrewsbury representing MSLMA

· Sandy joined the committee, predominantly from higher education and academia working on licensure revision for Instructional and Informational Technologies which DOE is reviewing.

· Followed the activities of BEST (Business and Education for Schools and Technology). Next year we should be better represented at these meetings.

· Membership and attendance with the PR Committee formed by the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners.

· Joint school and public library statement completed under the leadership of Mary Moniz.

· Review existing documents in inventory for updates required and publication. Membership document was sent to Roberts for revision and republishing, other documents were handed out at conferences to finish up. New documents were gathered from other organizations to refer to as samples for MSLMA to consider in the future.

Next year the co chairs will work in conjunction with the Executive Director to create letters of recognition for members who serve the organization to be sent throughout the year.

Objective 3: Promote April School Library Media Month and the MSLMA Legislative Day.

Legislative Day

· Worked in conjunction with Legislative Committee leaders to establish PR needs.

· Wrote a letter to be sent to participants’ administrators regarding their selection to participate in the event.

· Press release written and distributed to MTA Today, MFT, and Boston Globe announcing the day’s events.

· Created promotional postcard for members to mail in and notify their representatives about Legislative Day.  

· Sent an email to membership detailing how to email their representatives, including a message they could use as a template.

· Represented the organization with the MSLMA booth and information folders for public officials.

· Posted multiple informational emails to the MSLMA listserv about the events.

School Library Month/Bookmark Contest

· Wrote press releases announcing all winners for general release to Boston Globe, MBLC, MTA Today and MFT.  

· Wrote specific press releases for each winner and distributed to their local newspapers.

· Created press release template for honorable mention artists.

· Posted informational emails to the MSLMA listserv about the events and deadlines.

Objective 4: Work with the Conference Planning Committee to increase awareness and participation in the annual conference.

· Promotional articles and materials were prepared for conference ’05, The Next Chapter.
· Collected and solicited donations for gift bags and badge holders to improve conference attendance in the future.
· Worked throughout the year with conference committee.
Additional Activities and Information:

· In order to market the benefits of membership in MSLMA, an email was sent to solicit quotes from members regarding how they have benefited from their membership in MSLMA.  This information was compiled and shared with the Membership Committee.


Conference Committee 2006

Melinda Webster Loof, Conference Committee Co-Chair

17 May 2006

The MSLMA Conference Committee has been working away on the 2006 MSLMA Annual Conference.  The conference will be held once again at the Sturbridge Host Hotel in Sturbridge, Massachusetts on October 29 and 30, 2006.

We have engaged an exciting line-up of presenters including, Pam Berger, Chris Harris, Kathleen Krull, Judy Simma and Randy Testa.  Randy Testa represents Walden Media and we shall once again be treated to a movie trailer for the upcoming release of Charlotte’s Web.  Randy has also agreed to be a presenter as well this year so the committee is very excited about this news.

The committee is also pleased to have several MSLMA member presenters including Carol Kelly, Shelly Glantz, Robin Brenner, Pat Keough and Elizabeth Tully.

Our theme this year is “The Many Hats We Wear” and our speaker tracks address the many key roles school librarians play in ours schools. We are also planning to have several exciting activities in the vendor hall including our annual “President’s Reception”.

The committee is exploring sponsorship options and we are carefully weighing our costs.  One of our goals is to maintain the excellence of the conference without significantly increasing expenses.

We are off to a great start and it is our hope that the majority of MSLMA members will be in attendance at this year’s conference.

Constitution and Policy Committee 

2006-2007 Report

Robert Roth, Chair

The Committee wrote user friendly versions of seven sections of the MSLMA Policy Statement.  That is, the policy statement currently consists of 14 topical sections (Committees, Conferences, Membership, etc.) with each section containing a chronological presentation of the policy statements adopted relative to that section.  The Committee is rewriting the statement conceptually so that items that relate to the same issue are together even if they were adopted years apart and were separated by non-related items adopted in the intervening years.  Also, any policy item negated by a subsequent item is dropped from the revised version (although all items will remain as part of MSLMA’s permanent documentation).  The new version also revises the language of some items in the Policy Statement.

Six of the seven revised sections were presented to the Executive Committee at the March 2006 meeting.  The fully revised statement will be presented at the September 2006 meeting.

Media Forum 2005-2006 Annual Report

Paula E. Byrne, Co-Editor

The Media Forum Online was published in 3 online issues and one print issue that we posted online. Each issue of the Media Forum Online contained interesting, new articles and focused on one of the following three challenges to our profession: Literacy, Student Achievement, and 21st Century Learning/Technology. The Media Forum Online, including archives of older issue, may be accessed on the MSLMA’s website (www.mslma.org). 

Published in a print format was the annual Media Forum Plus. One thousand copies were printed and distributed in the MSLMA Conference packets. MSLMA members who were unable to attend the conference were sent a copy of the Media Forum Plus to their homes after the Conference. MSLMA hired Bill Mead for the graphics/layout of the Media Forum Plus, and Jeff Robbins of Robbins Printing Inc. to print the Media Forum Plus.

This past year, a new column called:  “Lunch With An Author” was included in each issue of the Media Forum Online. Linda Redding, Library Teacher at Halifax Elementary School and Kathy Donovan of Turning Pages are the creators and authors of this fine column.

One of our tasks was to add more pictures (jpegs) to articles in each issue in order to increase reader interest and we succeeded in this effort. We asked authors to send jpegs with their articles and they did. We intend to keep including many pictures in the Media Forum Online and Media Forum Plus.

NEW members have joined MSLMA's Media Forum Online Team. They are:

Patsy Divver, Co-Editor, Maria D’Orsi, and Megan Frazer. Paula Byrne continues as Co-Editor and Rick Paula as the Technical Editor.

We are please to say that we completed the goals and activities listed in the Media Forum 2005-2006 Action Plan. With the fourth year of the Media Forum Online behind us, the MFO team plans to meet on July 18, 2006 to finalize our action plan for the Media Forum Online 2006 – 2007 year. We are confident that the Media Forum Online and the Media Forum Plus will continue to be informative and interesting MSLMA publications and useful advocacy and public relations tools.



Legislative Committee Report 2006-07
Co-chairs:  Doris Smith & Judi Paradis

Our committee had three key objectives for the year:

· To hold a second annual legislative day

· To work on legal recognition for school libraries at the state level

· To organize MSLMA as a lobbying group

Legislative Day:

We held our second annual MSLMA Legislative Day at the Massachusetts State House on Wednesday, March 22, 2006.  Twenty-three schools from Massachusetts submitted exhibits that were designed to showcase our educational contribution to state lawmakers.  Those library teachers who attended, lobbied legislators on the House and Senate Education Committees, as well as legislators from their home districts to talk about the merits of bill H1196.  Those who attended agreed that the day was worthwhile.  Following the day’s activities, those present talked about improvements and follow-up actions that might be taken.  Improvements that were suggested for a 2007 Legislative Day included:

· Provide attendees with talking points ahead of time

· Plan who will lobby which reps before the event so that lobbying is more organized and we cover more territory

· Make more information packets and provide explicit summary for front of packet 

· Bring 4 easels with signs stating who we are

· Set a theme for exhibits and publicize it with criteria for exhibits

· Better name tags with larger type and MSLMA logo; also include town librarian is FROM and where s/he teaches

· Send out postcards AND ask our members to send an e-mail the day before the event

Day of event:

· Present awards to those who participate in bookmark contest (will involve reorganizing when the contest occurs, etc.) and invite winners, librarians and administrators

· Ask again for Grand Staircase location AND choose midweek date in March (but not Read Across America day or end of month when MCAS is likely to be given)

· Have copies of the winning bookmarks available to distribute to visitors

Legal Recognition for School Libraries at the State Level:

Our efforts this year focused largely on working to pass bill H1196, which would add school libraries to the Education Reform Legislation.  We made many efforts to lobby for this legislation, including:

· Continuing to rely upon our lobbyist Chris Gregory for input and advice on strategy; Chris and Doris met on more than one occasion with members of the House and Senate and their staffs (including a meeting with House Education Committee Chair Patricia Haddad)

· Going to the State House as a group in August to lobby members of the Education Committee

· Developing a series of “speaking points” that we can use to effectively and quickly get our message across to legislators

· Sending several library teachers throughout Massachusetts to testify at the House/Senate Listening Tour on Education Reform Legislation

· Lobbying key legislators at our Legislation Day on March 22

· Inviting members of the House and Senate Education Committee to serve as judges for our annual bookmark contest (Five have agreed to this)

· Working to improve connections with the Massachusetts Library Association (MLA) and the Massachusetts Teachers Assocation (MTA) and thinking about how we can strategically use these groups to advance our cause.  Specifically this year we met with Katie Baxter of the MLA and their new lobbyist Maryanne Lewis.  We also met with MSLMA members active in the MTA to explore how we can strengthen ties with that group, and we talked with the MTA lobbyist at our Legislative Day to explore how she might help us with lobbying efforts.

Organizing membership

We continue to hope that we can inform and organize MSLMA members to act on behalf of school libraries and library teachers to secure funding and standards at the local and state level.  Some steps we took toward this end included:

· Providing regular informational messages on the MSLMA list-serve about upcoming efforts to lobby legislators, especially for the fall Listening Tour and our Legislative Day in March

· Working with the Public Relations Committee to design and distribute a postcard that MSLMA members could send to their legislators, urging them to visit our Legislative Day exhibit and to support H1196

· Distributing our speaking points and working with Ann Perham to see that information about lobbying efforts is up-to-date on the MSLMA website

Next Steps for the Legislative Committee:

We learned a lot this year about the status of our bill, and had many good discussions about strategies we might want to consider employing—especially in regard to working more closely with the MLA and MTA.  Here are some specific next steps that the Legislative Committee should continue to pursue:

· H1196 was moved into “study” status on March 14; while Rep. Smizik and Rep. Haddad seem confident this can be reversed, it seems important to determine if this is a major drawback for our bill; it will be important to stay in touch with both of these representatives.  

· There are 4 proposals in play to open Ch. 70—one is associated with Rep. Linsky; one is associated with Acton-Boxborough.  There are apparently two more—we need to know more about these and find out how they might be used to our advantage

· The Governor’s office is asking DOE to reclassify programs in Mass. Schools somehow.  This could affect the standing of school libraries.  We have some information about this, but need to talk to Julie Johnson or someone else at the MTA or DOE to see what the implications are for us.

· Bob Roth thinks that the wording of our bill H1196 might be inaccurate (lines indicated in the bill’s language don’t match up with our proposed amendments).  We need to check with Rep. Smizik (who filed the legislation) and make sure the bill is worded correctly.

Doing more outreach to both MLA and MTA to see where each group can help us with lobbying efforts and with filing additional pieces of legislation

Year End Report: Webpage 2005-06

Ann Perham, Webmaster

June 2006

· Objective 1:  To give all eboard members email accounts via mslma.org

· Goal Met, September 2005.  All eBoard members have mslma.org accounts.  Emails are forwarded to an email account of their choice.

· Objective 2:  To have a “board only” resource section with all reports, minutes 

· Goal Met, September 2005 through June 2006.  All reports are available to the board members before the meeting in a password-protected area. A second advantage is that it serves as an “archive” for the board.

· Objective 3:  To re-define the entire site within Dreamweaver

· Goal to be met, October of 2006. We have approved the funds to hire a graphic artist (Bill Mead) who will work with a design committee.  This group will map out the “information architecture” over the summer of ’06. The goal is to unveil the new website at the October ’06 Annual Conference. We decided to use an open source software that will allow much functionality and maintain a 21st century image for our organization.

MSLMA Student SIG Year-End Report






Sara Goldstein

Deeth Ellis

The following goals were set out in our action plan written at the beginning of the school year:

· Hold regular campus meetings for student SIG members

· Begin to grow membership of students outside of the Simmons community, particularly from the School Library Media programs at both Cambridge College and Salem State.

· Contact and start a relationship with Children’s Literature department at Simmons in order to organize and participate in volunteer opportunities and other planned events.

In addition, we decided to maintain contact with the Farragut School through the Scott/Ross Center at Simmons and work with the newly hired librarian as she determined what type of volunteer help she needed to develop her library program. 

We held meetings monthly throughout the school year.  We invited a guest speaker to each meeting.  Doris Smith, Valerie Diggs, and Maranda Bastarache were among our guests, each of whom discussed current issues in school librarianship and the role of MSLMA. Students seemed to find theses experiences meaningful. 

We also organized two special trips for Student SIG members away from Simmons: a tour of the Boston Athenaeum and a trip to the Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art.  The latter was called off at the last minute due to many cancellations – it was the end of the semester, so final projects took precedence.  The trip to the Boston Athenaeum, although sparsely attended, was informative and productive.  Suzanne Terry, Children’s Librarian at the Boston Athenaeum was pleased to meet with our group and welcomes school groups to the Atheneaum. She is a great resource for school librarians.

At the beginning of the year we sent sets of MSLMA membership forms to contacts at Salem State, Cambridge College and Simmons Mount Holyoke Campus in an effort to drum up student membership in other local School Library programs.  Our efforts at the beginning of the year did not prove to be as successful as we had hoped, and there remains much work to be done in this area.  Ideally, one of the officers of the Student SIG would visit the campuses to recruit members.  However, it is difficult for students to find time to do.  Perhaps our contacts at these institutions should be pursued more vigorously next year.  Our efforts this year – which consisted of inviting school library students at all local institutions to our Student SIG meetings via the MSLMA listerv – were not successful, as we rarely received responses. This goal was only partially met.

A book drive for three charity organizations – BookRelief (an organization dedicated to helping victims of the Gulf Coast hurricanes), Children’s Hospital and Farragut School – was held this fall, sponsored by MSLMA Student SIG, The Scott Ross Center, and the Children’s Literature Program at Simmons. This was a successful project overall, although recruiting and scheduling volunteers proved challenging. It seems that new student officers should re-evaluate MSLMA Student SIG’s relationship with the Children’s Literature Program.  We recommend perhaps co-sponsoring speakers or guest authors with the Children’s Literature Program.  

We enjoyed our work with the MSLMA and appreciate the support we received.

Retirees SIG
Patricia Keogh

This group sounds like a helpful addition to our offerings at MSLMA and may become one in the future.  We have had a rough start, but the idea  seems worth pursuing.

In November I sent a mailing to all retirees inviting them to a meeting at the Field School, Weston.  Several responded that they were interested in helping but not able to attend the meeting. Three people arrived at the meeting- two of them non-members who learned of the group through a friend.  We brainstormed ideas, generated a list, and I sent an e-mail notice to be posted.  Some questions arose about the posting and it never got sent out.

In March I e-mailed all retirees and asked for their areas of interest and expertise, which we could then post.  I received 3 replies- each of these librarians had responded the first time.  Shelley Glantz included suggestions we might consider.  In addition to posting on the listserv and web site, Shelley added that we might have a presentation at the fall conference with handouts included in the conference packet. This seems a logical next step. However, we first have to get the retirees to return completed forms.  I got far more responses from a mailing than from the e-mail. It might be worthwhile over the summer to send the job list in the mail and ask respondents to answer by mail or email. Carolyn Markuson wrote that we perhaps will need to do regular mailings to get responses. Carolyn  also mentioned that retirees might want to put announcements in their PTA bulletins- booklists on a particular topic such as fiction for boys, character development in literature.  To enrich the list the retiree could include discussion question or essential questions that link the books.

While we weren’t successful in completing any projects this year we now have some ideas on how to proceed.


Membership Annual Report
Cheryl Caskie Chase
Our focus for this year was to work on locating Massachusetts school librarians who were not members of our association.  A database was purchased of school librarians and the slow process of comparing this database and the MLB School Survey to our membership database was begun and is ongoing. 

We did develop two letters to “support and retain” members.  One letter “a miss you” is for members who did not renew their membership.  The other letter was a welcome to new members to our association.  An informal email survey was done by Kahla Jourdan, asking members what they love about being a member of MSLMA.  We hope to use this information to create another ‘wouldn’t you like to be a member’ letter to those school librarians not yet members.
Next year, we need to develop a postcard or email to thank members who renew their membership and encourage them to attend our Annual Conference.  Last but not least, a membership survey should be developed to ask members and non-members what they are looking for in a state professional organization (what is working well, what needs improvement).


MSLMA Boston Region year-end report 2005/2006
Mary Moniz, Jeannette Sisco,  Area Directors 

Membership information

Doris Smith continues to support us by updating membership data. We have been able to confirm retirements and individuals who are no longer in the School Library Media field.

Kathy Lowe sent a note to the Boston Public Schools regarding their purchasing membership for their Library Media Specialists. This may increase the membership numbers from the Boston Region.

Involve the members

Our strategic plan objective included the words “active and involved” in describing our Boston Area members. We offered an event at the Simmons Graduate School of Library and Information Science to try to achieve that objective. Fewer than 20 people attended. Those who did attend understood the value of close cooperation between school library media specialists and the Boston Regional Library System. Joe Fisher and Ken Peterson talked about the services that they offer to us and to our patrons. The members who attended also looked at the resources available on the MSLMA web page.

We communicated by email with Boston Area members several times during the school year. One communication was to encourage them to update/renew their mslma membership. Another was to encourage them to attend a program sponsored by the Boston Public Library and Facing History and Ourselves. A third was to solicit input about electronic resources that they would like the BRLS to buy.

Communicate outside the field

The Boston Area members of MSLMA, in cooperation with the Boston Regional Library System held a successful legislative breakfast on March 9 at the Library Media Center at the Boston Arts Academy/Fenway High complex. Guests included representatives from Simmons College, the Boston Public Library, NEASC, the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners and the Massachusetts Legislature. The group was united in its support of strong library media programs in schools.

Central Region Area Report

June 12, 2006

Diane Libbey and Patricia Fontes, co-directors

Central Region met as a group this year once this year as planned. Due to unforeseen circumstances the second meeting was not held.

Pat and I called the names on our list of non-renewals that we received from Doris Smith. We found several retirees, several librarians that had moved on to new positions both in and out of districts and several towns that no longer funded librarians’ or aides’ attendance at conferences. Of those several had not renewed their membership as they did not attend the conference. We shared with them the importance of MSLMA and what the organization is doing within the state to support school libraries.

We attended the summer workshop hosted by MSLMA in Dartmouth. It was a great opportunity to meet many of the librarians from the Region as well as share ideas and contact information. 

Pat attended a Legislative Breakfast at the Gardner Public Library
and met with several legislators and distributed copies of School
Libraries Work! to all legislators who attended. Diane attended the Legislative Breakfast held at Marlborough Public Library and spoke of the need to continue the State Databases for schools as well as increasing the offerings available electronically for schools.

We have spent time in discussion with librarians in our area who have had job related issues. 


Metrowest 2005/2006
Rita Fontinha and Anne Croak

We had our first meeting of the year on Tuesday, October 11, 2005 at Westwood High School. Invited guests included Sunny Vandermark and Beth Galloway from the Metrowest Regional Library Office. Attendees toured the new WHS library, part of a $43 million dollar high school building that opened in February 2005. After the tours, questions about the building project and current use of the library facility were answered. Rita – I think you have stats here about how many attended.

Sunny and Beth were introduced and asked for feedback on their programs. Everyone agreed that database access is an enormous benefit and that workshops are excellent. Some school librarians asked for more classes scheduled after school and more databases for elementary schools. Independent school librarians inquired about membership for colleagues. The regional office now posts materials from workshops on their web site for those who cannot attend sessions. They also reminded attendees that they are available to collaborate with school librarians on long range or technology planning. They also asked school librarians to contact Beth and share their areas of expertise with her for possible future workshops. Also announced were future workshops on Power Searching. PR materials available through their office were shared.

A discussion was held in order to identify possible agenda topics for future meetings. Attendees identified the need for help developing positive PR for their library programs, especially in light of budget cuts. Others asked for best practices sharing amongst librarians within the area. Training in power searching and additional Google features were also mentioned. 

 
The winter Metrowest area meeting location was Newton South High School in January. The three professional librarians at Newton South hosted: Dorothy McQuillan, Ethel Downey, and Connie Schlotterbeck, along with Metrowest Area co-directors Rita Fontinha and Anne Croak. We had a total attendance of ten. 

Connie, Dorothy, and Ethel explained their recent NEASC experience (they were visited in October, 2005) and highlighted their library mission statement, benchmarks for Newton libraries, and the collection analysis produced by Follett. The elementary librarians shared common concerns. We had a delightful buffet and ended the meeting just after 5pm. 


After receiving a list of non-renewals post-conference from Doris Smith in February, we sent reminder e-mails or notes.

Northeast Directors’ Report

12 June, 2006

This year the MSLMA Northeast Area Directors, Gerri Fegan and Linda Friel, worked with Susan Babb, Youth Services Consultant from the Northeast Massachusetts Regional Library System (NMRLS), to again provide Making the Connections: A MSLMA/NMRLS Library Media Specialist Discussion Series. The series was well-attended and consisted of four presentations:

· What in the World Is a Booktalk? (27 Sept., 2005)

· Design your own Curriculum Framework (8 November, 2005)

· Grant Writing—What Works (18 January, 2006)

· Research Models (14 March, 2006)

An additional and similar program was presented at NMRLS, From Idea to Proposal: Writing and Pitching your Grant (2 March, 2006). 

Participants who attended at least three of the programs are eligible to receive 10 PDPs, as long as they have provided an abstract description of a project which is connected to at least one of these topics and takes at least one hour to prepare. This project will produce the product that is required to receive PDPs.

Currently, we are working on next year’s discussion series. Thank you for the ongoing support from everyone in our region.

An excel database of all 444 current school librarians in the Northeast region has been submitted to the membership committee for entry into the MSLMA statewide database.  The regional database will be updated in September, 2006.

Southeast Area 2005/06: 
 L. Dias-Mitchell and S. Hunicke

· Attended e-board meetings. L. Dias-Mitchell and S. Hunicke
 
· Distributed information from MSLMA to Southeast members and had ongoing email discussions with several members.  L. Dias-Mitchell /S. Hunicke 

· Co-sponsored Connecting Boys with Books program featuring Michael Sullivan [with SEMLS]. S. Hunicke

· Presented at MSLMA’s Conference 2005: Evaluating Your School Library Program.  L. Dias-Mitchell 
  
· Held a Southeast Area meeting at Bishop Stang High School in March 2006. L. Dias-Mitchell /S. Hunicke 

· Reached out to former members via email, inviting them to attend March SE Area meeting and encouraging dialogue about the association.

· Participated on NEASC Evaluation teams. L. Dias-Mitchell /S. Hunicke 

· Published Op-Ed piece [on the value of school libraries] in Southeastern Massachusetts newspapers, November 2005.  L. Dias-Mitchell 

  
· Featured in library article on front page of the New Bedford Standard Times, June 11, 2006. The focus of the article was the importance of school libraries as a gathering space for today's teens as well as an academic resource. Also, L. Dias-Mitchell was named Dartmouth Distinguished Educator -- further raising the profile of SLMS in the area.
MSLMA Western Region Area Director’s Report

Donna M.Guerin, June 2006

The MSLMA Western Region (Hampden and Hampshire) Area Directors hosted three all day meetings at the Western Region headquarters in Whately.  The meetings focused on NEASC evaluation standards for school library media programs and the development of information literacy skills benchmarks for grades 9-12.  Each meeting involved around 15 high school librarians.  

The membership has submitted topics of interest for future meetings at WMRLS for PDP’s and college credit. Attendees also expressed a concern regarding the need for additional certified library teachers in western Mass to fill the need for present vacancies and projected retirements in the next few years.  

The Directors with the assistance of school librarians and WMRLS personnel are examining the MSLMA membership in the west and identifying library teachers across the region in order to update the MSLMA Directory.

