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Why now and why at all?

P21 tells us media literacy éAASL Standards 

for the 21st Century Learner

Common Belief

The definition of information literacy has 
become more complex as resources and 
technologies have changed.

Information literacy has progressed from 
the simple definition of using reference 
resources to find information. Multiple 
literacies , including digital, visual, 
textual, and technological, have now 
joined information literacy as crucial 

skills for this century. 

AASL Indicators Addressing 

Media Literacy

Å1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for 
information presented in any format 
(e.g., textual, visual, media, digital) in 
order to make inferences and gather 
meaning. 

Å2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and 
visual literacy, and technology skills to 
create products that express new 
understandings. 

http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=349&Itemid=120
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MSLA Information Literacy Standards

Standard 4. Use Information 
Students will be able to: 
Å4a. evaluate resources for their 

appropriateness 
Å4b. select the best and most relevant 

information 
Å4c. practice ethical behavior and respect for 

intellectual property rights 

Standard 4.6

Practice independent critical thinking when

reviewing a potential information source by: 

Ådistinguishing between verifiable facts and opinion 

Ådetecting bias 

Åidentifying the purpose 

Ådistinguishing between relevant and irrelevant 
information recognizing inconsistencies or false 
claims 

(or media literacy skills)

What skills/attributes do you think a 

media literate student should have? 

Question

Activity

Provide a caption for this cartoon

Media Literacy

Ability to access, analyze, evaluate and 
communicate messages in a wide variety of 
forms. Media literacy is umbrella concept, which 
promotes pedagogy of inquiry, to make ñasking 
critical questions about what you watch, see, and 
readò stand at the center of what it means to be 

media literate (Hobbs, Journal of 
Communication 1998, p. 28). 

Stats on Screens / Media Time, etc.

ÅOver 8 Hours a day average engaged with 
Screens

Å2.7 Billion Google Searches per month

Å6 Billion minutes a day are spent on Facebook
globally every day

ÅEverybody knows about this, and why?

http://youtube.com/watch?v=iYhCn0jf46U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxOzMz2jlrs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MxKzRZFUdR0
http://www.jibjab.com/originals/what_we_call_the_news
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/B0001I561E/ref=ase_texaspublicra-20/103-1939103-5343025?v=glance&s=dvd
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ñGood media education courses do not focus on 
propagandizing students into a single way of 
thinking. They provide students with a broad 
range of critical and analytical skills to help 
them make their own choices and decisions 
about the ideological and political messages 

surrounding them in 21 stcentury cultureò 
(Worsonp, p. 1).

Action

Access

Awareness

Assessment

Appreciation

ſGood Consumers ïby teaching them how to 

understand, analyze, evaluate, and produce 

media messages, and;

ſGood Citizensïby highlighting the role of 

media in civil society, the importance of being 

an informed voter, and a responsible, aware, 

and active participant in local, national, and 

global communities.

Connecting Media & Citizenship
ACCESS to media

AWARENESS of mediaôs power

ASSESSMENT of how media portray            
events and issues

APPRECIATION for the role media play in 
creating civil societies

ACTION to encourage better communication 
across cultural, social and political divides. 

Moving Beyond Cynicism

We ask
Å What do media do? 

Å How can they do it better?

Å Why are media essential?

Å How can YOU be responsible too?

Ą

understanding
Ą action

Ą awareness

http://www.ifc.com/makemediamatter
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Lines from the filmõs opening song (pre- alteration):

Oh, I come from a land, From a faraway place, Where the 
caravan camels roam, Where they cut off your ear, If they 
donõt like your face, Itõs Barbaric, but hey, itõs home.

How do you plan to communicate 

media literacy attributes to your 

students?

Question 2
Assessment

ÅWho is the intended audience?

ÅWhat symbols are used to attract attention?

ÅWhat are the underlying implications of this image?

ÅFrom what angle is the story being told?

ÅWhatôs the emotional appeal?

ÅWho is speaking, delivering the message?

ÅWhat is omitted from the message?

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cbsnews.com/images/2006/04/05/imageNYET18604051956.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2006/04/05/ap/entertainment/mainD8GQ39681.shtml&h=512&w=344&sz=35&tbnid=0Yx4UIEuJMANIM:&tbnh=128&tbnw=86&hl=en&start=9&prev=/images?q=tom+cruise&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&safe=off&rls=GGLG,GGLG:2005-35,GGLG:en&sa=N
http://www.vanityfair.com/ontheweb/blogs/daily/2008/04/tween-angel-beh.html
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Acknowledging a call for a new  

Literacy in a hypermedia age

ÅCultivating active inquiry of diverse, credible, 

and independent information

ÅTeaching to become tolerant and respectful of 

diverse cultures.

ÅEmpowering students to become aware, 

engaged, and active participants in civil society

Goal: Engaged Citizenship in

information societies

ñThatôs smart, Eddie. The first place the cops 
look is the trunkò
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References and Links

ÅThe Salzburg Academy on Media and Global 
Change (www.salzburg.umd.edu)  

ÅIFC Make Media Matter 
(www.ifc.com/makemediamatter ) 

ÅNAMLE ( www.namle.net)  

ÅUN AoC (www.aocmedialiteracy.org) 

ÅAASL Standards

ÅMSLA Standards

ÅPBS Teachers
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